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ARTICLE XVI. 





A Continuation of Mr. Rourty’s third Vo- 
lume of the Method of teaching and ftu- 
dying the Belles Lettres, &c. 


AVING given a fhort View of the firft 

Part of Mr. Rollin’s third Volume, which 

treats of the Tafte of /olid Glory, and real Great- 
nes, we proceed now to lay before our Readers 
a brief Account of the fecond Part, which re- 
lates to the Study of Sacred Hiffory only. In the 
handling of this Point, he firft lays down fuch 
Principles as he thinks neceflary for making a pro- 
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per Advantage of this Study; and then, fecond- 
ly, makes an Application of them to fome par- 
ticular Examples. 

As a Preliminary to the firft, he begins with 
giving a general Idea of Sacred Hiffory, in order 
to let us into its peculiar Character, and fhew us 
wherein it differs from all others. 

Sacred Hiftory is the Hiftory of God himfelf; 
of his Omnipotence, his infinite Wifdom, his 
univerfal Providence, his Holinefs, his Juftice, 
his Mercy, and all his other Attributes, fet forth 
under a thoufand Forms, and difplayed by abun- 
dance of wonderful Effeéts. The Book which 
contains all thefe is the moft ancient inthe World, 
and the only one before the coming of the Mef- 
fiah, in which God has fhewn us in a-clear and 
certain manner, what he is, what we are, and for 
what Ends defigned. 

It clearly reveals to us the eternal Prz-exiftence 
of God before all things; that the Univerfe is the 
Work of his Hands, created from nothing. That 
Man was made by him confifting of a’‘Body and 
Soul; the one formed of the Duft of the Earth, 
the other infpired into it by the Breath of the 
Almighty, of a fpiritual, intelligent, and incor- 
ruptible Nature. 

Jt defcribes the original, innocent, happy E- 
{tate of Mankind; their Lapfe and confequent 
Mifery; their future Reftoration by an all- power- 
ful Mediator; all the Circumftances and Chara- 
cters whereof are afterwards fet forth, but under 
the faint Shadows of Figures and Symbols, which 
ferve-at the fame time to difclofe and hide it. 

It teaches us, that the End of God in this 
great Work of the Redemption of the human 

ace, is to form to himfelf a Kingdom worthy 


of him, which fhall fubfift for ever, to which all 
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others fhall give place, and of which Jefus Chritt 
fhall be the Founder and Ruler. This Kingdom 
is the Church, which is begun and formed here 
on Earth, and fhall one Day be carried up into 
Heaven, when an End fhall be put to this vifible 
World, which fubfifts only for the other. 

Thefe are the great Truths, which the Scrip- 
ture only does, or could difcover to us, as it alone 
is the Depofitory of the divine Revelatiens, and 
of the Manifeftations of God’s Decrees. And 
can there be an Obje& more worthy of our At- 
tention, than a Hiftory, wherein God has thought 
fit to draw with his own Hand the Plan of our 
eternal Deftiny? An Hiftory, the Subje& of 
which is of fuperlative Importance, and the Truth 
and Certainty of it indubitable. This laft is efta- 
blifhed upon a double immoveable Foundation 
confifting of Miracles and Prophecies. 

The former of thefe are plain, publick, ex- 
pofed to the Eyes of all the World, multiplied 
abundance of ways, long foretold and expected, 
and lafting for a Courfe of Days, and fometimes 
Years. The fame may be faid of the latter. They 
have not been pronounced doubtfully, with He- 
fitation or by Conjedture, but have been declared 

loudly and openly, particularly and circumftan- 
tially: They have related to the greate{t Perfons, 
and the mightieft Nations; and have many of 
them been punctually fulfill’d in the moft confpi- 
cuous, amazing manner. 

Now would it not be wanting, /ays our Au- 
ther, in the mott effential Part of the Education 
of Youth, to leave them ignorant of an Hiftory 
fo venerable for its Antiquity and Authority, and of 
fuch Confequence, as it is the Bafis of our holy 
Religion, containing all the Proofs, and pointing 
out to us all the Duties of it. Or would it be 
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ftudying and teaching Sacred Hiftory as we ought, 
to lay the Faéts contained in it before Youth, as 
Objeé&s only of their Curiofity and Admiration, 
without imprefling upon their Minds a Senfe of 
the unfpeakable Concernment of them; and 
teaching them to compare the miraculous and pro- 
phetical Events recorded in it, with the moft 
boafted Prodigies and Oracles of the Heathen, that 
they may be fully convinced the God of Truth is 
the Author of our holy Religion, which is ground- 
ed on the Truth of them, while they clearly per- 
ceive that the Father of Lies was the Patron of 
the heathen Superftition? Or, laftly, Is it paying 
that Refpe& which is due to a divine Hiftory di- 
tated by the Holy Ghoft himfelf, to examine 
only the Letter of it, without endeavouring to 
difcover the Spirit and Signification of it, efpe- 
cially after fuch Light as the Evangelifts and A- 
poftles have given us into this Matter, which a- 
bundantly affures us that it contains the moft pro- 
found Myfteries, and fuch as deferve our moft in- 
tenfe Application to penetrate into the Knowledge 
of. 

Thefe fhould be explain’d to Youth more or 
lefs fully in Proportion to their Years, taking care 
efpecially to dwell upon fuch as are laid open in 
the New Teftament, the Meaning of which can- 
not poflibly be miftaken; though even a Choice 
fhould be made of the cleareft of thefe, and fuch 
only feleéted as are beft fuited to their Age and 
Capacity. 

Our Author having thus exhibited the proper and 
peculiar Charatters of Sacred Hiftory, proceeds in 
the next place to fet down the Ob/fervations requifite 
‘to be made in the fiudying, or teaching it to others. 

The firft is, to throw it into Order and Me- 


‘thod, fo as to be able clearly to diftinguifh Facts, 
| Perfons, 
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Perfons, Times and Places; to this End Chrono- 
logy and Geography are abfolutely requifite. Not 
that Youth need be engaged in the more ditucult 
and knotty Queftions that embarrafs thofe Scien- 
ces, a general Idea of both will be fufficient for 
this Purpofe. 

Secondly, In the ftudying of Sacred Hiftory we 
muft not neglect the Ufages and Cuftoms peculiar 
to the People of God, their Laws, their Go- 
vernment, and Manner of living. 

Thirdly, It is proper to make Youth take no- 
tice of the principal Qualities of the carnal Fews, 
who made up the Body of the Nation. The Ho- 
nour which God had fhewed them in chufing 
them to be his People, had filled them with 
Pride, and a Contempt of all other Nations. 
They became prefumptuous, {elf-opinionated, 
confident in the outward Obfervances of the 
Law, unthoughtful of every thing above earthly 
Bleflings, forgetful of all God’s Benefits, and the 
Miracles he had wrought for them; difcontented 
with his Difpenfations towards them; difpofed to 
murmur, defpair and rebel, and till after the Bae 
bylonifa Captivity ftrongly inclined to Idolatry. 

Their Hardnefs of Heart, and their fingular 
Propenfity to Idols, was perhaps one of the prin- 
cipal Motives of the Choice which God made of 
them; on purpofe to demonftrate, that purely 
outward Means are abfolutely incapable of correéting 
tLe Heart of Man; {ince they were all, without 
Exception, employed for feveral Ages in healing 
the ‘Fews of Idolatry, but without Succefs. God 
himfelf declares in feveral Places, and efpecially 
in Ezek. xx. the Defign he had of fhewing Man- 
kind, by all the remarkable Events which befel 
that Nation, the exceffive Corruption of their 
Hearts, and the utter Impoffibility of healing fo 
M 3 defperate 
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defperate an Evil by any external Remedies. This 
View is one of the great Keys of Scripture, and lets 
us decpeft into the Secret and Spirit of the OldTefta- 
ment. Without the Knowledge of this Circumftance, 
the facred Hiftory will retain impenetrable Obfcuri- 
ties, and remain a Book clofed up to the greate/t Part 
of its Readers. But this affords a fatistaftory Re- 
ply to many otherwife perplexing and infoluble 
Queries, which may be offered relating to the 
divine Procedure towards them. 

Fourthly, ’Tis vifible by the Manner in which 
the Old Teftament is wrote, that the Intention 
of God in giving it to Men, was to make them 
carefully obfervant of the great Examples, of 
Virtue contained in it. The Scripture cuts off 
in few Words the Hiftory of the Ungodly, how 
great foever they were in the Eyes of the World; 
and on the other hand, dwells long upon the 
{malleft Actions of the Righteous. ‘The Wicked 
feem to be mentioned only by Accident, and on pur- 

ofe to be condemned. If we compare what is 
faid of Nimrod, who built Nineveh and Babylon, 
the two mightieft Cities of the World, and laid 
the Foundations of the greateft Empire that ever 
was in the Univerfe, with what is recorded of 
the firft Patriarchs, ’tis not eafy to fay, why the 
very important Facts, which muft have render’d 
the Life of that famous Conqueror fo glorious, 
and given fo much Luftre and Ornament to an- 
cient Hiftory, fhould be paffed over fo carelefly, 
to dwell upon the minute and feemingly unnecef- 
fary Circumftances of the Life of drabam or 
Jacob, but to fignify how different God’s Thoughts 
are from ours, and how little he is pleafed with, 
or thinks worthy his Approbation or our Atten- 
tion, thofe Vanities which Men admire and moft 

eagerly wifh for. 3 
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The Scripture lays down Rules, and prefcribes 
Models for all Eftates and Conditions; all find 
there moft excellent Inftructions upon every 
Branch of their Duty. ’Tis an ufeful, and with- 
al an agreeable Exercife, to accuftom Youth to 
join them together of themfelves, and conneé 
feveral Examples on the fame Subject. 

Our 4uthor himfelf has by way of Specimen, 
to lead them into the Manner of it, exhibited a 
fmall Collection of them, digefted under the 
Heads they properly belong to, viz. Kings, Zudges, 
Riches, poor Men, married Perfons, &c. Thus, 
under the laft he fays, “* The holy Wives of the 
Patriarchs, the Daughter of Raguel, Ruth, Eft- 
“ her, Fudith, Tobit, Tobias and Fob, are Patterns 
“ of nuptial Virtue. One fingle Expreflion of 
&¢ ¥ob’s fhews us how far the Antients carried 
* conjugal Chaftity. ‘fob was a rich and power- 
“¢ ful Prince, living in Plenty, and attended by 
“© an obfequious Court; yet he tells us, that he 
“¢ had made an Agreement with his Eyes, and 
*¢ impofed this fevere Law upon them, never to 
© caft an impure Look upon a Maid.” 

W hat has been obferved of the Rules and Mo- 
dels to be found in facred Writ, fuited to the fe- 
veral Eftates of Life, will likewife hold good, as 
he fays, of all the Virtues, and every Branch of 
Morality. So, Virtue conftantly exercifed, tri- 
ed, and confirmed by Afflictions, is exemplified 
in Abel, Abraham, Fofeph, Mofes, David, Fob, 
Daniel, &c. 

Vice unfortunate in Cain, Abimelech, and the 
Sichemites, Abfolom, Achitophel, Feroboam, Baar 
foa, Abad. 

The Pardon of Injuries, in 4brabam with re- 
{pect to Lot, Fofeph in regard to his Brethren, 
David with reference to Saul. 

M 4! Repen= 
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Repentance averting the Wrath of the Al- 
mighty, as in the Cale of the Ninevites. The 
Children of J/rael very often. Ahab, Manaffes, 
&ec. 

Fifthly, The Knowledge of God and his At- 
tributes muft be one of the greateft Advantages 
to be drawn from the Study of facred Hiftory. 
His Unity, Omnipotence, Goodnefs, Patience, 
Juftice, Providence, and Knowledge of Futuri- 
ty, are all of them therein defcribed and mani- 
fefted in innumerable Inftances. 

Sixthly, As Jefus Chrift is the End of the 
Law; whenever an Occafion naturally offers, he 
fhould be pointed out to Youth in the Hiftories 
that are explained to them; in the Sacrifices, the 
Ceremonies, the Actions of the Patriarchs, Judges, 
Kings and Prophets; in a word, in all thofe 
wherein he or the Church are figuratively repre- 
fented. 

Seventhly, To all thefe Obfervations, one 
more, fays Mr. Rollin, deferves to be added up- 
on the Advantages of Piety, which Youth ought 
carefully to attend to. God has fhewn thro’ the 
whole Old Teftament Hiftory, that all Promifes 
and Rewards with refpect even to this Life, are 
annexed to Piety. That all temporal Advantages 
fpring from God, as their fole Original, and that 
we ought to expect them from him alone. On 
the other hand, Impiety has drawn down all the 
Scourges of God’s Anger, the Famine, Plague, 
War, Defeats, Bondage, and the entire Ruin of 
the moft mighty Families, and always led to an 
unhappy End. 

Such Obfervations may very much contribute 
to the inftilling Sentiments of Piety infenfibly, 
agreeably, without Trouble, or the leaft Appear- 
ance of Affectation. And without directing Youth 
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to fuch, they will be left ignorant in the moft 
fubftantial Part of Scriprure, and be deprived of 
the greateft Advantages which are to be reaped 
from it. 

Our Author having thus pointed out the chief 
things to be obferved in reading and explaining facred 
Hiftory, and laid down the Grounds and Foundation 
of that Study, proceeds next, according to the Me- 
thod proposd, to make Application of them to fome 
particular Fatts 5 ; to foew how the Rules he has ad- 
vanced may be reduced to Prattice. The Examples 
which he applies them to, are taken from two great 
Men very famous in Scripture, Jofeph and Hezeki- 
ah; and to the Hiftory of thefe two, be adds one Ar- 
ticle upon the Prophecies, and principally thofe auguft 
ones of Daniel. 

Mr. Rollin has inferted nothing in the Memoirs 
of thefe illufirious Perfons, that the in[pired Penmen 
have not recorded concerning them: But he relates 
the Circumftances of their Story in fo juft an Order, 
and with fo beautiful a Simplicity of Stile, that 
they infinuate deep into the Heart, and move and en- 
gage the Affettions in favour of Piety and Virtue. 

He has divided both the Narratives into feveral 
diflin& Periods; to each of which he has fubjoined 
excellent and inflruttive Reflettions by way of Que- 
flion and Anfwer. And he has reduced what he f fays 
upon the Prophecies into the fame Method and Dif- 
pofition. We cannot, without extending this SuljeB 
to an unfuitable Length, and intrenching too far up- 
on others, which have an equal Claim to a Place in 
thefe Papers, give any Abridgment or confiftent Spe- 
cimens of them. The Originals, as they are drawn 
by our judicious Author, are worthy the Perufal of 
all our Readers, efpecially the more youthful ones, 
for whofe Pleafure and Advantage he chiefly defign- 
ed them. However, for Infiruétion fake, as well as 
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to give a general Notion of their Nature and Value, 
we fball quote from the Catechetical Reflections, 
two Queries with the Replies belonging to them. 
The one refers to the Affiittions, the other to the Ad- 
vancement of Joleph. W4th refpeét to the firft, our 
Author asketh, 

Qu. What muft we think of God’s Behaviour 
towards Fo/eph, whofe Virtue drew upon him 
fuch ill Treatment from his Brethren who hated 
him, and cruelly ufed him; and then from his 
Matter Potipbar,* who on the falfe Accufation of 
his Wife, caufed him to be imprifoned in a Dun- 
geon? 

Anfw. God’s Defign hereby was to undeceive 
Mankind in the falfe Judgments they make con- 
cerning Providence and Virtue. ‘They are apt to 
think that God neglects the Care of human Af- 
fairs, when thofe that fear him are oppreffed and 
in Mifery. They think that Virtue fhould always 
render the fincere Votaries of it happy in this Life. 
Burt this memorable Inftance of o/eph is a Con- 
futation of thefe miftaken Prejudices. We are 
fure by the Event he was a Favourite of Heaven, 
which was peculiarly watchful over him; and yet 
he was hated of -his Brethren, fold into Slavery, 
wrongfully accufed, condemned and thrown into 
a noifome and cruel Bondage; nay, the laft Stage 
of this Mifery he paffed through, only for con- 
ftantly perfevering in the juft Difcharge of his 
Duty. It is true indeed God changed the Scene, 
and turn’d his Imprifonment into high Prefer- 
ment, but he retain’d his Integrity for feveral 
Years without the leaft Profpe& of any fuch Re- 

volution, 

* IT have departed a little from the Englifh Tranflation 


here, but I believe without deviating from the Senfe and 
Meaning of my Author. 
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volution, or Expectation of any other befides a 
future eternal Recompence. 

So much for the firft; now for the fecond Refletti- 
on, which is comprehended in the Anfwer to this fol- 
lowing Query. 

How came Pharoah fo eafily:to refolve upon 
the Choice of Fo/eph for his firft Minifter? Can 
ae find, fays that King, /uch a one as this is, a 
Man in whom the Spirit of God is ¢ 

Anfw. God moved him fecretly thereto, for 
the Accomplifhment of his Purpofes; and the E- 
gyptian King in this Conclufion entirely overturn’d 
all the Maxims of a falfe Policy, which confiders 
Virtue and Religion as unferviceable in the Go- 
vernment of a State; and finds an exaé Probity 
too great a Curb upon its Views and Projeéts. 
This ftupid Impiety is here expofed to eternal 
Shame by an heathen Monarch. ”T was his Per- 
fuafion, that the more of the Spirit of God a Mi- 
nifter has, the more capable he is of governing a 
Kingdom. And it is obvious, that the oppofite 
Principle is owing to an utter want either of Un- 
derftanding or Probity. 

The third Part of this Volume, which treats of 
Prophane Hiftory, wall be confidered in our next 
Republick. 


ARTICLE XVII. 


HE favourable Mention you havebeen plea- 
fed to make of my Remarks upon Spen/fer, 
has encouraged me to trouble you with this Let- 
ter, 
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ter, and to defire you would give it a Place in 
your Journal. 

In thofe Remarks, pag. 180. thefe Lines of 
Milton are quoted: 


There Sula by Choafpes amber Stream, 
The Drink of none but Kings. 


The Note upon them is: Iam afraid Milton is 
miftaken here. That the Kings of Perfia drunk 
no Water but that of the River Choa/pes, is men- 
tion’d by Herodotus and many others, and is well 
known. ‘That none but Kings drunk of it, is 
what I believe cannot be proved. 

To this Note I would add: 

If we examine it as an hiftorical Problem, 
whether the Kings of Perfia alone drunk of Cho- 
afpes, we fhall find great Reafon to determine in 
the Negative. 

1. We have for that Opinion the Silence of 
many Authors, by whom we might have expeét- 
ed. to have found it confirmed, had they known 
of any fuch Cuftom. Herodotus, Strabo, Tibul- 
Ius, Aufonius, Maximus Tyrius, <Ariftides, Plu- 
tarch, Pliny the Elder, theneus, Dionyfius Pe- 
riegetes, Euffathius, have mention’d Choa/pes (or 
Exuleus) as the Drink of the Kings of Perfia or 
Parthia, or have call’d it Basasxsy vdwe regia lym- 

pha, but have not faid that they alone drunk of 
it. [fay Choa/pes or Euleus, becaufe fome make 
them the fame, and others counted them different 
Rivers. The Silence of Herodotus ought to be 
of great Weight, becaufe he is fo particular in 
his Account of the Perfian Affairs; and next to 
his, the Silence of Pliny, who had read fo many 
Authors, is confiderable. 


2. Though 
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2. Though it can hardly be expeéted that a 
Negative fhould be proved any other way than 
from the Silence of Writers, yet fo it happens 
that Ziian, if his Authority be admitted, affords 
us a full Proof that Choa/pes might be drunk by 
the Subjects of the Kings of Perfia. rare dra 
Robdhe errem TH) Héply mauTerctag x taalovel ay weTAnq 
eae, x BY xy Udwe NXOASSE TO cw Su Xodoas. “Eqei SY 
Zy rive tphuo rome eng, “Naw tis Siegmeiag ixsous, 
Sunpdy Sn Te seglomdo, & m5 Eres Udwe en 1% Xedos, iva 
dis Banari meiv. Kal éugiSn ms Bean x ceowms tnav. 
“Easy kv 78]o 6 Hépéns, x cvseziriw rey dove évowozy, on 
av amorcjo Tn dyby, ef um Cuervo supsdn. Ln the Car- 
riages which followed Xerxes, there were abundance 
of things which ferved only for Pomp and Oftenta- 
tion; there was alfo the Water of Choafpes. The 
Army being oppreffed with Thirft in a defart Place, 
and the Carriages being not yet come up, it was pro- 
claimed that if any one had of the Water of Cho- 
afpes, he /hould give it Xerxes to drink. One was 
found who had a little, and that not fweet. Xerxes 
drunk it, and accounted him who gave it him a Be- 
nefattor, becaufe he had perifbed with Thirft, had 
not that little been found. Var. Hift. xii. 40. 

3. Mention is made indeed by Agathocles of a 
certain Water, which none but Perfian Kings 
might drink; and if any other Writers mention 
it, they take it from gathocles. We find in 4- 
theneus: "AyaSunatis ev Mépoaes gnoiv ¢2) x) xpusty xa- 
Asuwoy awe ) } gro AMadus ECAousKovTe, xy Lmdi ve, 
owvew ax warts nt udvey Canrta x Tov @peaCu reJoy Lute 
gay raidev' Tov 3 dnov tay ns my, St val@ vn Cute. 
Agathocles /ays that there is in Perfia a Water cal- 
led Golden, that it. zs feventy Screams, that none 
drinks of it except the King, and his eldeft Som; and 
that if any other Perfon does, Death is the Punifoe 
ment. See Herodotus, Edit. Gronov. p. 594. 

2 4. It 
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4. It does not appear that the golden Water, 
and Choa/pes, were the fame. LEujffathius tran- 
{cribing from Agathocles, fays: ———- Td mages: Mép- 
ous yevowy xerAcWoy Ud\op, Sarep tir ArCades ECcdunxovrer, 
ere tdcis gay emvey on uh Baorrer's, % & tov med wy 
auts wpeclla]@- viv S’drror 4 ns ati, Seval@ vi Cn- 
pia.—— Cumriov 3 ci 4-70 Xodareny US ae saree Emve 
segthiuQvG@ o Mepoay Camad's, roras rls emnpuoy xcs. 
égelauero. The Perfians had a Water call’d golden, 
€3c.—— Quere, Whether the Water of Choafpes, 
which the Perfian King drunk in his Expeditions, 
was forbidden to all others under the fame Penalty. 
Euftathius in Homer. Il. r. p. 1301. Ed. Bafil. 

s- It may be granted, and is not at all impro- 
bable, that none ‘but the King might drink of 
that Water of Choa/pes, which was boiled and 
barrel’d up for his Ufe in his military Expeditions. 

6. Againft all this there lies no ObjeCtion, I 
think, except the Teftimony of Solinus, a frivo- 
lous Writer, who fays, Choa/pes ita dulcis eft, ut 
Pevfici reges quamdiu intra vipas Perfidis fluit, folis 
fibi ex eo pocula vendicarint. 

7. However, I muft acknowledge that Milton, 
confider’d as a Poet, with whofe purpofe the Fa- 
bulous fuited -beft, is not to be blamed for what 
he has advanced; and that the Authority of So- 
linus, {mall as it is, is fufficient to juftify him. 

I conclude with obferving that Milton calling 
Choa/pes amber Stream, feems to have had in view 
the golden Water of Agathocles and his Tranfcri- 
bers. + 

Lam, Sir, &c. 
ART I- 

+ We take this Occafion of acquainting our Readers, that 
they are obliged to the learned Writer of this Epiftle for the 
Remarks on Seneca, which we printed in our Repudblick for 
4uguft 1734. They will undoubtedly join with us in thank- 


ing the Reverend Author of them, and requefting the Favour 
of his continued Correfpondence. 
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ARTICLE XVIII. 


A Continuation of the Enquiry into the Life 
and Writings of HOMER. 


HE Author of this Piece (which we pro- 

mifed an Abftraé& of in our laft Republick ) 
introduces the fecond Seétion of it with the men- 
tion ef athing, ** which, tho’ it has happened in 
“ all Ages and Nations, is yet very hard to de- 
“ {cribe. Few People, it /eems, are capable of 
“ obferving it, and therefore Terms have not 
“ been contrived to exprefs a Perception that is 
“¢ taken from the wideft Views of human Affairs. 
“¢ It may be called a Progreffion of Manners; and 
“° depends for the moft part upon our Fortunes : 
“© As they flourifh or decline, fo we live and are 
“© affected; and the greateft Revolutions in them 
“© produce the moft confpicuous Alterations in 
© the other: for the Manners of a People feldom 
** ftand ftill, but are either polifhing or fpoiling. 
“¢ In Nations, where for many Years no confi- 
“* derable Changes of Fortune happen, the vag- 
“ ous Rifes and Falls in their moral Charaéter 
*¢ are the lefs obferved; but when by an Invafi- 
** on and Conqueft the Face of things is wholly 
** changed; or when the original Planters of a 
“© Country, from a State of Ignorance and Bar- 
barity, advance by Policy and Order to Wealth 


“ and Power, it is then that the Steps of the Pro- 


_ © greffion become obfervable: we can fee every 


“ thing 
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«¢ thing on the growing Hand, and the very Sou? 
“¢ and Genius of the People rifing to higher At- 
‘© tempts, and a more Jiberal manner.” 

After our Author has thus happily found Terms 
to communicate an Obfervation to the World, 
which had hitherto been taken notice of only by 
a few, of the fame uncommon Meafure of Un- 
derftanding and Sagacity with himfelf; he goes 
on from the Accounts left us of the State of an- 
cient Greece by the moft accurate of their Hifto- 
rians, to point out to us three Periods in their 
Affairs. ** The firf from the dark Ages, of 
“© which they had little or no Knowledge, to the 
“ Time of the Zrojan War. The /econd, from 
“¢ the taking of Zroy to the Perfian Invafion un- 
“© der Xerxes. The third, from that Time to the 
“© Lofs of their Liberty, firft by the Macedonians, 
«© and then by the Romans. Greece was peopled in 
“ the firft; fhe grew, and the Conffitution was 
“¢ fectled in the fecond; fhe enjoyed it in the third, 
“¢ and was in all her Glory. From the two firff 
“¢ Periods, Homer drew his Imagery and Manners, 
“ learned his Language, and took his Subjeét.” 
For this Reafon he takes a Review of them in 
the Sequel of this Section. 

He tells us “ Greece is in the main but a rough 
“© and fterile Country. It was of old but thinly 
“¢ inhabited, and thefe Inhabitants had no con- 
¢ ftant Pofleffions, one Nation or Tribe frequent- 
© ly expelling another, and poffefling themfelves 
“ of their Seats. At Sea, from their very firft 
“¢ Practice of Navigation, they turned themfelves 
“¢ wholly to Piracy ; and thought living by Plun- 
“© der an honourable Mark of their Spirit and 
‘© Bravery. Thefe were the Manners in Homer’s 


“¢ Days, and fuch we find them in his Writings. 
te He 
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“¢ He was born at a Zime when Arms were in 
Repute, and Force decided Poffeffion; when 
he might, as he prew up, be a Spectator of all 
the various Situations of human Race; obferve 
them in great Calamities and in high Felicity ; 
fee Towns taken and plundered, the Men put 
to the Sword, and the Women made Slaves; 
behold their defpairing Faces, and fuppliant 
Poftures; hear their Moanings o’er their mur- 
dered Husbands, and Prayers for their Infants 
to the Victor. On the other hand, he might 
view: Cities bleffed with Peace, fpirited by Li- 
berty, flourifhing in Trade and increafing in 
Wealth. Thefe were the Scenes he wander’d 
thro’, and at leifure obferved. Nor was it the 
leaft inftruétive Sight, to fee a Colony led out, 
a City founded; the Foundations of Order and 
Policy laid, with all the Provifions for the Se- 
curity of the People: Such Scenes afford ex- 
tended Views, and natural ones too, as they 
are the immediate Effect of Nece/ity the great 
Parent of Invention, in its young and untaught 
Effays.” 

This was the firft of thofe fortunate Circum- 


ftances which concurt’d to raife Homer to that 
unparallel’d Pitch of Perfeétion and Fame, which 
he obtain’d and ftands poffefs’d of. 
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“ The Marvellous and Wonderful is the Nerve 
of the Epic Strain: This is not to be found in 
a well ordered State. But in a wide Country, 
not under a regular Government, or fplit into 
many, whofe Inhabitants: live fcattered, and 
ignorant of Laws and Difcipline; in fuch a 
Coniitey’ the Manners are fimple; and Acci- 
dents will happen every Day, proper to inflame 
the kuman Paffions while acting, or awake 
them when defcribed, and recalled by Imita- 
MaRCH 1735. a *¢ tion. 
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** tion. Civility and Order will {carcely bear 
“¢ Poetry; for Peace, Harmony and Difcipline, 
“¢ which make the Happinefs of a People, are 
°° the Bane of a Poem that fubfifts by Wonder 
“¢ and Surprize. Had. the Expedition of the 
“¢ Greeks been conducted with a perfe&t Regula- 
“© rity, and in confequence of their wife Manage- 
*¢ ment they had at firft Onfet routed the Zrojans, 
*¢ and driven them into the Town, where would 
“¢ have been the glorious Jiiad? The Wrath of 
“ Achilles, the Wifdom of Neffor, the Bravery 
*¢ of Diomedes, and the Craft of Uly/es will va- 
“¢ nifh in a moment. But matters are managed 
*¢ quite otherwile. 


Seditione, Dolisy Scelere atque Libidine P Iva, 
Lliacos intra Muros peccatur, €9 extra. 


“¢ It is thus that a People’s Felicity clips the 
“© Wings of their Verfe: it affords few Materi- 
“© als for Admiration or Pity.” A Poet therefore, 
our uthor fays, can never exalt his Reputation 
upon the Manners of the prefent Age; nor will 
our mercenary Wars and State Intrigues receive 
the Stamp of Simplicity and Heroifm. ‘“* But 
“¢ may not a Poet feign? Can’t he counterfeit 
“¢ Manners, and contrive Accidents as he fees 
© good; fhift Scenes, and introduce Perfons and 
“¢ Characters at pleafure?”? How fair foever this 
feems to promife, it will not hold good; for it 
may be affirmed, “* A Poet defcribes nothing fo 
“¢ happily, as what he has feen; nor talks matter 
“¢ ly, but in-his native Language, and proper Idi- 
“Com; nor mimicks truly other Manners, than 
** thofe whofe Originals he has prattifed and 
“© known.” 
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Here then, as we have faid, was Homer’s firft 
Happinefs. ‘* He took his plain natural Images 
“* from Life: He faw Warriors, and Shepherds, 
“* and Peafants, {uch as he drew: The Manners 
“* ufed in the Trojan Times were not difufed it 
“ his own: The fame Way of living in private, 
“* and the fame Purfuits in publick were ftill pre- 
‘* valent, and gave him a Modél for his Defign. 
“* By frequently and freely looking it over, he 
** could difcern what Parts of it were fit to bé 
“* reprefented, and what to be pafled over. Hé 
“* had the good Fortune to fee and learn the Gre- 
“* cian Manners, at their true Pitch and happieft 
“¢ Temper for Verfe: Had he been born mucht 
“¢ fooner, he would have feen nothing but Na- 
“¢ kednefs ahd Barbarity : Had he come much las 
“¢ ter, he had fallen in the Times either of wide 
** Policy and Peace,* or of general Wars, whett 
‘¢ private Paffions are buried in the common Or- 
“¢ der, and eftablifhed Difcipline.” 

The Readers of this Treatife will find it abound 
throughout with Inftances of the ob/cure and mar 
vellous. Under the laft of thefe Characters we 
may rank an Obfervation, with which our /4z- 
thor ufhers in his third Se€iion, viz. that ** who- 
“¢ ever reflects upon the Rife and Fall of States, 
© will find, that along with their Manners, theit 
‘© Language too accompanies them both in their 
*¢ Growth and Decay.”° I muft not follow him 
thro’ all the quaint Refleétions he makes in this 
Chapter upon the Original and Progrefs of the 

N 2 Grecian 

2 This is my Author's Phrafe, but I do not underftand the 

Import of it; wéde Policy is a thing which I have no Idea of, 


any more than of general Wars, when private Paffioxs ate 
buried in the common Order. 


> There runs throughout this whole Piece, an Affectation 
of delivering the triteft Obfervations with an Air of the new- 
elt and: moft iiportant Difcoveries. 
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Grecian Tongue. He has given a very minute Ac- 
count of its feveral Stages, from its firft confift- 
ing of ** certain rude accidental Sounds, which 
“¢ a naked Company of [crambling Mortals emitted by 
“© Chance,” till it grew high, and capable of 
tranfacting the moft refined Politicks, and Matters 
of the greateft Confequence. 

After fuch a Deduction, (fays our 4uthor to 
his noble Patron) your Lordfhip is no doubt in 
Expectation what is at length to be made of it? 
It is this, wy Lord, “* That when by the Progref- 
“¢ fion above-mentioned, the Greek Language was 
“ brought to exprefs all the be/t and braveft of the 
“© human Feelings, and retained a fuffcient Quan- 
“€ tity of its original, amazing, metaphorick Tin- 
“ ure; at that Point of Time did Homer write. 

“* Nothing is more proper to convince us of 
“¢ this, than the Confideration of the Machines 
“© which he employs: The greater Part of them 
*° are natural; and except the Aigyptian and Or- 
&¢ pbick Allegories ( which he ufually puts in the 
*¢ Mouth of his Gods) they are told in the pre- 
“6 wailing Language of the Country.— Few Peos 
“¢ ple indeed imagine that the ordinary Language 
“© wore this metaphorical Habit at that Time. 
<¢ Yer it would be inexcufable elfe, to put poeti- 
“© cal Expreflions in the Mouth of any other than 
“© the Poet himfelf: *>T'would be really fal/e wri- 
“ ting which fhould not rafhly be prefumed 
“ of /lomer: But in the Zrojan Times, the Greeks 
“¢ in their Speech, as well as their Manners, re- 
66 tained much of the Eaffern Caft, which is 
&¢ poetical and full of Metaphor; accordingly 
“ their Theology was a Fable, and their moral 
“ Inftructions an allegorical Zale. Achilles com- 
© forts Priam, when he came to beg the Body of 


. * his flaughtered Son, with a parabolical Story 
** concern- 
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“* concerning the two Veffels, out of which Fz- 
“¢ piter difpenfes to every Man his Proportion of 
** Good and Evil; and Glaucus tells Diomedes, 
** that Uke the Leaves of the Trees, firft /preading 
° and then decaying, fo are the Generations of mor- 
tal Men.” | 
This Subject of Language is purfued thro’ the 

two following Seétions. At the Beginning of 
the fourth our Author tells us, that ** next to the 
‘* Originals from which a Language is derived, 
*¢ and the critical Period of its Duration, it is 
“* chiefly affected by the Religion of a Country, 
“¢ and the Manners of the Zimes.” The Influ- 
ence of thefe, zt /eems, is great enough to deferve 
a particular Confideration; and accordingly we 
are told, ** that the Religion and Learning of the 
* Greeks were derived from Agypt, the great Pa- 
& rent of My/ffery: that wife People early obfer- 
* ving the Propenfity of Mankind to admire what 
“* they do not under ftand, and to fiand in awe of yn- 
“ known. Powers, adapted their religious. Belief 
$¢ and Ceremonies to this Difpofition; made their 
¢ Rites my/ferious, and delivered their allegorical 
*f, Doétrines under Ties of profound and pious 
C:Seerecy.4): vor 7 

This allegorical Religion being tranfplanted in- 
to Greece, took deep Root»in the Minds of the 
Inhabitants, who were grofly ignorant, and pre- 
poffefled with no rival Opinions: They made Ad- 
ditions to it of their own, and in a few Ages it 
was incorporated with their Manners, mixed itfelf 
withtheir Language, and gained univerfal Belief. 
“¢ Such was its Condition when Homer made his 
“¢ Appearance ip the World: It had: attained its 
<6 Vigor, and had not loft the Grace of Novelty 
“ and Youth.” . : ) 


N 3 Our 
































































































































































186 The Prefout State of Art. 18, 


Our Author next confiders the Manners of the 
Times; by which he means the Profeflions and 
Studies that are in Vogue. $ In effect, Arms was 
*¢ then the honoured Profeffion, and a publick Spi- 
“ iz the courted Charaéter: There was a Necef- 
“¢ fity for them both; No Safety to Life or For- 
€ tune without them.—-——And no wonder if the 
¢¢ Man who learns thefe Virtues from Neceffity, 
*¢ and the things themfelves, knows them better 
“© than Schools and Syftems can. inftruét him; 
“ and that the Reprefentations of fuch genuine 
6¢ Characters bear the Marks of Zruth, and far 
*© outfhine thofe taken from counterfeit Worth, 
°¢ or fainter Patterns. In moft of the Greek Cities 
Policy and Laws were but juft a forming, when 
6¢ Homer came into the World. The firft Sketches 
© of them were extremely fimple.——T he Citi- 
© zens lived uaturally; they {poke and acted with- 
* out other Reftraint than their own native Ap- 
* prehenfions of Good and Evil, Fuft and Unjuft, 
“ each as he was prompted from within. 'Thefe 
66 Manners afford the moft natural Pictures, and 
* proper Words to paint them: ‘They have a 
€ peculiar Effe& upon the! Language, not only 
“¢ as they are natural, but as they are ingenuous 
“6. and good, 8 sho 

By tracing the Caufes that have the greateft In- 
fluence uponia Langudge, we are led toa Thought 
ia the fifth Section, that muft give Pleafure ta 
the truly Good: ‘It is “ that without Virtue there 
“* can be no true.Poetry.” It depends upon the 
Manners of a Nation, which form their Chara 
Gters and animate their Language. If their 
% Manners are. found and. entire, their Speech 
“* will accompany them and: do them, Juftice: 
“¢ And if they rife to Noble and Heroick (as they 
 muft do, to fit them for Poetry) what is = 
& but 
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** but Virtue’s {elf in all her Luftre and Digni- 


o¢ ty?” 

But there is another Conclufion offers itfelf, 
and appears fo odd, that, as our Author tells my 
Lord, one does not know. what.to make of it. It is, 
““ that a polifbed Language is not fit for a: great 
*¢ Poet.” But how great a Paradox foeves this 
may be, he has more Dexterity than he pretends 
to, and makes out the Truth of it to a Demon- 
ftration. He obferves, ‘* that what. we call o- 
¢ bing, diminifhes a Language; makes many 
% Words obfolete; coops a Man up in aCorner; 
°C ’allaws him. but, one Set. of Phrafes; and de- 
**-prives him: of many fignificant Terms, and 
“¢ {trong beautiful ER ett] A Language 
*¢ throughly polifhedjin. the modern Senfe, will 
*° not defcend to, the Simplicity of Manners abfo- 
$¢ Jurely neceflary in Epic Poetry. The be Poets 
s¢ copy, from Nature, and give it us fuch as:they 
“find ir.. When, once they. lofe fight of this, 
‘¢ they write falfe, be their natural _ thd ever 
“¢ fo great.” : a 
_. He tells: my Lord in the fixth Seétion, that 
whet he-refle€s upon this way of reafoning, from 
the Influence that publick Manners have upon 
writing, he makes no doubt bur the Queftion 
wilh recur, fince. it is. abfolutely the Conjunéture 
and Manners of the Zimes that produce Poets, 
“ How: have: we. but. oie. Homer? Cou’d a Space 
* of two or three. hundred Years, when Greece 
“¢ and the Coaft of d/i¢iwas ina proper. Temper 
‘© rament for fuch Formatiens,. bring forth bus 
ye? sp inthe Tata.» AMER enn 2 

Fhe Antwer, to this,,de. Sayeyis abvious,.“ Fhat 
“ tho’ it. be abfolutely negeflary,. yet it 1s-not the 
“ only; Condition: here are many, too many 
** to.enymerate, required befidts ; there is an uni- 
4. “ verfal 
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¢ verfal elevated Genius; a Quality the moft rare 
“© of all others. There are many fubfequent Cir- 
“¢ cumftances of Life, many. Advantages of Edu- 
“¢ cation, and Opportunities of knowing Man- 
“¢ kind in general, and feeing particular Subjects 
“ fit for Poefy, which can hardly meet in one 
« and the fame Perfon.” 

Having thus employed the firft fix Se€tions in 
viewing Homer’s publick Advantages, and having 
found they afforded him the fitteft Manners for 
poetical Compofitions, and the nobleft Language 
to exprefs them: His perfonal good Fortune is 
now before us to be examined; that is, “ What 
“ Effect his private Education, his Way of Life, 
“¢ and Succe/smit, muft have upon him as a Poet ?” 
Or to form it into an important Queftion, “ W hat 
™ Learning was then in Being, and what Kind 
“© of Knowledge it was poffible in that Age for 
é¢ 4 Man to‘acquire?” Our Author has laboured 
thro’ feveral Pages in the Difcuffion of this Point, 
to the extraordinary Edification, J doubt not, of 
his more’ intelligent Readers, who muft admire 
his admirable Genius for clearing the moft diffi- 
cult Fopicks, and adorning them with the great- 
eft Profufion of profound Literature. He feems 
himfelf to be extremely fatisfied with his Perform- 
ance, and, as it were, congratulates my Lord up- 
on having found: an Anfwer for him to the fore- 
mentioned momentous Query, viz. What Learn- 
ing was then in Being, and what Kind of Know- 
ledge it was poffible in Homer’s Days_to acquire? 
Tt was wholly fabulous, he tells us, and allegorical, 
“ The Powers of Nature and human’ Paffions 
“¢ made the Subject ; and they defcribed their va- 
“ rious Effeéts with fome Analogy and Refem- 
“ blance to human Aitions. ‘They began’ with 
“ the Rife of things, their Viciffitudes and Tran{- 

_ © formations, 
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“© formations, defined their Nature and Influence, 
‘¢ and in theit metaphorical Sule gave to each 4 
6° “Perfon, a Speech and Method of Operation con- 
© formable to their fancied Qualities.” Nor is 
there any other Learning to be met with in Ho- 
mer: ** For what Knowledge he acquired as a 
“*: Traveller is of another kind, and falls in more 
“properly to be confidered in another Place. 

But here, at the eighth Seétion, our 4uthor 
begging his Lord/bip’s Pardon, tells him, he muft 
be permitted to think of his own good Fortune 
in addrefling this Enquiry as he has done. This 
wondrous Felicity that fo highly delights him, 
qrifes from the Qualifications of his noble Patron. 
Whoever, 4e /ays, has a Diffidence of his own 
Opinions, naturally feeks for a wifer Man than 
himfelf with whom to communicate them: And 
if he is confcious of any exceffive Singularity in 
them, he muft then find either one .o tt don 
Sentiments with himfelf; or, if he fhould be mi- 
ftaken, one of that Candor and Knowledge of 
Mankind, as will make Allowances, and bear with 
the Infirmities of his weaker Friend. In this 
Cafe, he finds himfelf bound to give my Lord fait 
Warning of the Forbearance he fhall want, fice 
be is upon the matter about to affert, “© That Ho- 
<¢ mer’s being born poor, and living a ftroling in- 
«© digent Bard, was, in relation to his Poetry, the 
“© greateft Happinefs that could befal him.” 

A very remarkable Affertion truly; but this 
Writer (who finds fo much to fay about Homer, 
after all that Mr. Pope thought proper to fay con- 
cerning him) makes it out with the greateft Per- 
fpicuity imaginable; and there feems to have been 
no need of befpeaking fo folemnly either my Lora’s 
Affiftance or good Nature. } 
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Amongft Homer’s leffer Obligations to his Po- 
verty, aur 4gshor in a great many Words has .rec- 
koned, “ his going to School to Phemius to be 
“ doubly inftru@ted in Philofophy. and Poetry ; and 
6 after his Death fucceeding him in the Precep- 
« « torthip. Neither of which would have hap- 

“ pened, had he been the, Child of a rich Father, 
“© or of one who could have. barely fupported 
“ him,, or even taught him his own Trade.” But 

the grand good Fortune. that his being poor procu- 

red him was this, “ That it forced him to take 
“ up and continue in the Profeffion of a /iroling 
« Bard, 

ie compichend the full Extent of this Happi- 
nefs, he will have his Lordfip be pleafed to know, 
«¢ ‘Phat this is a Grecian Chara&ter, which took 
* irs Rifé in that Country, and was formed up- 
*¢ on no borrowed Model.———Nature was there 
“ obftruéted in none of her Operations; no Check 
&¢-'was given to Rapture and Enthufiafm. Hence 
“© there footr arofé a Set of Men, who ‘diftin- 
‘© guifhed themfelves by Harmony and Fer/e. 
“ Thele, with their Knowledge of Things natu- 
ral and divine, made them the Delight of thofe 
e¢ 'fimple Ages, and gave them welcome and an 
6¢ Afcendant every where.”-——Few People have 
conceived a jaft Opinion of this Profeffion, or 
entred into its Dignity. The Reafon of which 
he takes to be, “ that we have no modern Cha- 
“ racter like it.” This Ignorance, as be obferuesy 
has made fore Admirers of Hamer take pains to 
vindicate him from it, as a mean and contempti- 
ble Calling. But they, have miftaken the thing ; 
“ it was indeed‘ no Lifé of Wealth. or Power, but 
“of great Ea/e.and much. Honour. It was the 
“ Jeaft obnoxious of any to the Fnconveniences 
S* of Care, Bufine/s or Want; —— and the moft 
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‘« proper for opening the Mind to all the natural 
‘6 Senfations with which the various Parts of the 
“* Univerfe affect a fagacious, perceptive, mimicking 
“© Creature.” 

As this Condition, /ays our Author, is in itfelf 
of the utmoft Importance to a Poet, the Confe- 
quences of it are almoft equally happy. “ Phe 
<< Bards were under a Necefflity of frequent trq- 
““velling, and every now and then. exercifing 
“ their Vein upon the greateft Subjects. In this 
“Situation did Homer begin to wander over 
“© Greece, the Cities and young Commonwealths 
© of which at that Time afford a noble Scene 
** for travelling. He ftayed {9 long in each of 
“ them as was neceflary to /ee, but not to be 
“¢ moulded into their Manners. He neither led a 
** Country nor a Fown Life, and was in this re- 
$6 fpeét truly a Citizen of the Univerfe.” 

“he next Advantage affigned of Homer’s Pra- 
feffion is, “ The Accefs ir gave him into the Hou- 
 fes and Company of the greateft Men: The Ef- 
“ feéts of it appear in every Line of his Works, 
“ not only in his Characters of them, and Ac- 
* counts of their Actions; bur the more familiar 
“Part of Life, their Manner of converfing and 
“‘ Method of entertaining, are accurately and 
“ minutely painted. He fomerimes talks with 
“© preat Tafte and Exattnels of the very Trinkets 
“¢ of the Eadies; and there is fcarce 4’ Circum- 
“ ftance of domeftick Affairs but. what he has 
“ fomewhere defcribed, or made’ it evjdenv that 
“6 he knew.” « ng rence 

Our Author has an Kundred inimitable Finene{= 
fes upon this Subje&, which require-in the Read- 
ers a vaft deat of Patience and Attention. They 
are fo delicarely fpread out, that ir is por poffible 
for any other Hand than his own to contraét with- 

out 
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out fpoiling them; and I fhould be obliged en- 
tirely to pafs them over, were it not for a. Kind 
of Summary of them that he. himfelf has giyen 
us a Sketch of. ) 
* This Part then of Homer’s Life, /ays he, his 
exercifing the Profeflion of a Bard, may. be 
“ confidered at the fame time as.the chief Part 
“ of his Education. To it he owed many ofthe 
“¢ Speciofa miracula, which are.admired by Ho- 
© yace. For as he travelled over the feveral Pro- 
“¢ vinces of Greece, he might.pick up the Coun- 
“ gry Miracles: They commonly take their Rife 
“¢ either from the natural -Hiftory of the Place, 
or they are traditional Stories of their mighty 
“* Progenitors. They are always happy in fome 
“ 4ir of Probability, and have fome Foundation 
*¢ in Nature; fomething in the Mountain, Cavern 
“© or River, which at firft {truck the gazing 
“¢ Mortals that approached it, and made them 
“¢ conceive ftrange Notions concerning the Cau» 
“ fes of the apparent Wonder. Thefe pafling 
“¢ from hand to hand are enlarged, their Circum- 
“¢ {tances varied and refined, until they grow by 
“¢ degrees into an Allegory ov myftick Tale.——- 
“© There is no doubt but this was one great Fund 
° of Homer’s Learning; as the Neceflity: he lay 
“* under of a daily Praétice was his beft Inftru@tor 
“¢ in the Art of Poetry.” 

The ninth Section opens with aRemark, which 
carries in. it a feeming Inconfiftency with fome of 
the preceding, ones relating to Homer. It. runs 
thus: ‘* However noble and natural the Afpects 
“¢ of Mankind might be, which Homer had. from 
“¢ the young. Commonwealths that were begin- 
<* ning to form themfelves all over Greece, yet his 
“ Views were not confined to them. The Man- 
S* ners of, his Poems are generally of the Grecian 

. “ Stamps; 
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“ Stamp; but he_guits them at times, and by 
fome artful Touches inferted here and there, he 
lets us know, that he is not ignorant of other 
Nations, nor ‘unacquainted with the State of 
foreign Countries. ' /7e appears, upon Occafion, 
a great Genealogift, 7 knowing Hiftorian, and, 
which is moft to our purpofe, a wonderful Geo- 

‘© orapher.  Zhis, no Ln/piration will account for: 

“ We muft therefore accompany him in the fecond 

“ Part of his Travels, his vifiting Egypt and the 

“ Eaft.”” So that our poor, ftroling and almoft 

illiterate Bard, who has hitherto appear’d in 

much the fame Quality as our common Fidlers do 
at vulgar Entertainments, is like fhortly to grow 
up into a polite and accomplifhed Gentleman, 

form’d by the fame Culture as our modern Im- 

provements are. 

Our Author makes too long a Voyage of it for 
me to accompany him: Like skilful Travellers 
he {tops frequently by the way, to obferve upon 
~ the natural and civil Produétions of the Places he 
paffes thorough, and now and then affumes the 
inconteftable Privilge of amplifying upon Trifles. 
Vaft indeed were the Advantages which the Poet 
reap’d by this Journey ; amidit the noble Scenes 
it introduc’d him to, ** he could fill a capacious 
«© Mind, and fatiate that Thirft of Knowledge, 
“ which is the Charateriftick of the greatett 
“© Souls. Here he would be inftructed in the 
“ Rife and U/e, would fee the Source and Defignu 
“ of thofe allegorical Doétrines he had imbib’d 
“ at home: He would gain an Eafe and Exact- 
“© nefs in applying them, and be able to raife his 
“ Moral to that ftupendous Height we fo juftly 
6 admire. For what might we not expect from 
“ the Affluence and Fire of this Imagery, when 
“© ranged and governed by a Adind now Ma/fler of 
the Subjedt.” Our 
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Our Author upon this tells my Lord, he is very 
fenfible ** that Homer’s Mythology is little under- 
“ ftood; or, to exprefs it better, is dittle felt :* 
*¢ and for this reafon the Effects cf his Egyptian 
“¢ Education are loft upon the greater Part of his 
“© Readers.© There are but few who look upon 
<“° the divine Perfons he employs, otherwife than 
“© fo many groundle/s Fictions. But it is mere want 
“© of Perception. His Gods are all natural Feel- 
“° ings of the feveral Powers of the Univerfe. They 
“¢ are not a Bundle of extravagant Stories; but 
“© the moft delicate, and, at the fame time, the 
“ moft majeftick Method of exprefiing the Effects 
“¢ of thofe natural Powers, which have the great+ 
“© eft Influence upon our Bodies and Minds.” 

This Subject is fo enchanting that our Author 
cannot eafily get rid of it, and he carries us along 
with him through a wide Mzander of the moit 
bewitching Reflections : Heisall Rhapfody in the 
Survey of it; and when after fome fruitlefs At- 
tempts he at laft gets loofe from it, he forgets not 
its infeétious Nature, but exults in his Deliverance. 

However, all this has not hinder’d him from 
venturing upon it again in the tenth Section. He 
has fomewhere read of a famous Painter, who had 

repre- 


€ This liberal Writer is every-where fond of obliging his 
Readers with a Superfluity of Expreffion. 


e Jt’s ftrange fo great a Majority of Homer’s Readers fhould 
continue thus infenfible after fo many Endeavours to affitt 
their Feeling. What have Eu/fathius, Didymus, Barnes, Da- 
cier, and Pope been doing, if after all their Pains this Point 
is yet fo little underftood or relifhed? Had they no Tafte of 
it themfelves? Have they not laboured to diffufe and com- 
municate it? Or is the remaining Ignorance to be attributed 
only to mere want of Perception in thofe they fruitlefly wrote 
to. °*Tis to be hoped this Impediment will now be in fome 


meafure removed, and that the Animadverfions of our Author. 


will happily contribute to quicken that Faculty in all whom 
the Knowledge of them fhall extend to. 
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reprefented a /leeping Satyr with great Art; and 
in order to diverfity and enliven the Piece, drew 
in it a Country Boy, ftanding afide and. gazing at 
the Creature, as if afraid to awake him. He fo 
happily exprefs’d the Paffions of Curiofity and 


onder in the Countenance of the young Pea- 


fant, that it entirely engroffed the Attention of 
the SpeClators, and made them overlook and dif- 
regard the Beauties of the principal Figure. 


He makes little doubr, as he tells my Lord, but 


this may often be the Cafe of thofe who attempt 
to defign after moral as well as natural Originals. 


They enter fo deeply into one dfettion or Bias 
of Humanity, that, to ufe the Painter’s Phrafe, 
they quite overcharge it. Thus a whole Syftem 
of Morals has been founded upon a fingle Pil- 
lar of the inward Frame; and the entire Con- 
dué& of Life, and all the Charaéters in it, ac- 
counted for, fometimes from Super ftition, fome- 
times from Pride, and moft commonly from 
Intereft. They forget how various.a Creature 
they are painting; how many Springs and 
Weights, nicely adjufted and balanced, enter 
into the Movement, and require a7u/t Allow- 
ance to be made to their feveral Clogs and Jm- 
pulfes, e’re they can define its Operations and 
Effeéts. But few of them are willing to ac- 
knowledge fo much; and, like the honeft 
Painter, go and dafh out the /uperfluous Boy, 
and put a Tree or impending Rock in his 
room, that will not eclipfe the principal Re- 
prefentation.” We mutt leave our Readers to 


find out the Propriety of this fubrle Speculations 
for our parts, we acknowledge ourfelves utterly 
incapable of it, nor can we penetrate into the 
Meaning of this which follows, ** Whether any 

fuch Enormity has happened in fome Step. or 


“¢ other 












































196 Ihe Prefent State of Art. 18. 


“ other of this Enquiry, or whether it would be 
“© worth while to lop off the Excrefcence, if it 
<¢ prove troublefome, I fubmit to your Lord- 
“¢ fhip’s Determination. All I beg for, is a fhort 
© Demur in the Sentence, whtil we regain a cooler 
“¢ Temper to conduét us to the End of our 
“© Search, and to teach us, what Ufe is to be 
“6 made of the mad mythological Vein.” 
This wonderful Vein is a very neceflary thing, 
fince, as this Writer tells us, “* a chief Part of 
“© Homer’s Works cannot be underftood without 
“‘ fome Knowledge of its Nature and Origin, 
* nor tafted without a Confcioufnefs of his Dex- 
“ terity in the Application.” He very kindly 
proceeds therefore to inftruét us in the one, and 
to infpire us with the other. It was impoflible 
in fo doing to preventa Repetition of fome things 
that were faid before from occurring ; but to keep 
that unavoidable Incident from nauteating, he has 
intermixed them with great Variety of new and 
very curious Obfervations. “* Mythology, fays he, 
“* taken in the largeft Senfe, mutt be diftinguith- 
“¢ ed into two Sorts: the one abffratted and cool ; 
“* the Refult of deep Search and Science: Being 
“© 4 Comparifon of the Harmony and Difcord, the 
“© Refemblance and Diffimilitude of the Powers and 
“ Parts of the Univerfe. It often confitts of their 
“© fineft Proportions and hidden Aptitudes fet to- 
“¢ gether, and perfonated by a Being acting like a 
“© Mortal. The other, /udden and flafhy , rapid 
“¢ Feelings, and Starts of a Paffion not in our 
“© Power. The firft of thefe, which may be 
“termed artificial, is a Science, and may be 
“ Jearned; the latter, that is natural, is the Fa- 
“¢ culty that for the moft part, if not always, in- 
*¢ vents and expreffes it. This laft cannot be 
*¢ learned; but, like other natural Powers, ad- 
** mits of Culture and Improvement.” The 
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The Ufe he would make of fuch a Divifion as 
this, is to fhew, “ that Homer had the happiett 
** Opportunities the World could give, to ac- 
“* quire the one, and improve the other.” Upon 
this we are called upon to remind his Climate and 
Parentage, his Education and Bufinefs; and are 
invited again into Egypt to {urvey all the unfpeak- 
able Advantages which there awaited him. A 
Specimen is prefented us of the hieroglyphical 
Wildom of that Exigmatical Nation, and every 
thing is faid to exalt our Idea of a Man, who 
was Matter of the fublimeft Myfteries of it. 

But in this full Career an Apprehenfion flops 
him, left it be faid, that all this while he is but 
indulging a Conjecture, and pleafing himfelf with 
an imaginary Scheme; “ that Homer never learn- 
“* ed the Egyptian Mythology, neither does it ap 
“¢ pear that he knew the Grounds of their Reli- 
° gion.” 

This puts him upon producing feveral Argu- 
ments for the affirmative ; in all which he would 
not be underftood as if he aflerted that Homer had 
gone through aCourfe of Hieroglyphicks in Egypt 5 
but the Defign of them is to prove, ‘* that if he 
“© was at all there, fo capable and inguifitive a 
* Man could not return without learning fome- 
*¢ thing of their Rites, and the Reafons of them. 

All this is corroborated by other collateral E- 
vidences, which give fufficient Affurance of the 
Truth they are to vouch for. 

One would think that by this time our author 
had tired both himfelf and his Readers; and in- 
deed he feems almoft ready to give out, by telling 
his Lord/bip, ** that he cannot refolve to lead him 
*¢ thro’ the Labyrinth of Mythology and Hifto- 
** ry, in which a farther Inveftigation would ez 
** tangle them;” tho’ at the fame time se /aysy 
Marcu 1735. O * fhould 
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** fhould they purfue it, they have every where 
*¢ Prints that would direét them in the Track.” 
Accordingly he has taken Encouragement from 
this Clue, and explored the Mazes of this intri- 
cate Subject. Wonderful are the Difcoveries 
which he has made, and fuch, as thofe of only a 
moderate Share of Learning may ftand amaz’d at: 
They are incomprehenfible by any but the ftrong- 
eft and moft exercifed Underftandings. Perfua- 
ded of thisy he ftops fhort in the midft of his 
Progrefs, and in thefe pompous Strains addreffes 
his noble Patron. ‘* There is another Connexi- 
“on flill remains: to comprehend it in all its 
“© Strength and Beauty, requires an Eye accu- 
“¢ ftomed like your Lordfhip, to view the vari- 
“© ous Models of States, and trace the Genius 
“ and Refult of different Schemes of Govern- 
“ ment. 1 can only pretend to point out the 
“¢ Subftance of it.” 

Our Readers would certainly be chagrin’d, if 
we conceal’d from them this lovely thing, which 
requires fo experienced an Eye to difcern it; and 
might think it implied an unmannerly Diftruft of 
the Power of their vifive Faculties. But as our 
Intention is in all refpeéts to oblige them, we fhall 
exhibit it verbatim, that we may avoid even the 
leaft Hazard of detracting from the Excellency 
of it. ‘* It is agreed among the Ancients, that 
“¢ the Plan of the Spartan Conftitution was taken 
“ from the Laws of Crete. Lycurgus, they faid, 
‘© made fome Stay in the Ifland, and converfed 
“ with the Cretan THALES, a Lawgiver and 
“© Poet, who informed him, how Minos and Rha- 
“© damanthus had framed their Laws, and publifh- 
*¢ ed them among the Inhabitants as coming from 
“ Youve. From thence he went to Delphi, and 


“© confulted the Oracle concerning the Plan he 
I * had 
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66 
cé 
ce 


had received; and it being approved of, he re- 
turned to Lacedemon, and fettled it likewife as 
the Dictates, not of ‘Fove, but of the Delphi- 
** an God. It was ftill in Vigor when Herodotus 
** lived; who having had occafion to obferve the 
“* Spartan and Egyptian Cuftoms, with more At- 
** tention and Underftanding than falls to the Share 
“* of moft Travellers, hath left us a Draught of 
“ the Refemblance he found in many Particulars, 
** both of their Religion and Government. I 
¢ will not enter into a Detail of them, but rake 
“* notice of an obvious Queftion; How great the 
“* Refemblance muft have been between the Originals 
“ (the AAgypuian and Cretan) ince fo much of it 
“* was preferved in the Copy at fecond hand, the La- 
*€ cedemonian Conftitution. 

** Of all the Inftitutions of Crete, I fhall men- 
tion but one, to fhew the diffufive Influence 
of the Zigyptian Cuftoms. Mu/ick and Poetry 
in Zgypt wete circumfcribed by Law, as I ob- 
ferved befote; and we learn from the Sketch 
of the Cretan Commonwealth left-us by Stra- 
bo, that their Children were taught Letters, and 
the Songs appointed by Law, and a certain 
Species of Mufick, exclufive of all others. In 
Imitation of this, the Lacedemonian Youth 
funge the Hymns of Terpander; ind to give 
them the more Authority, the He/otes or Slaves 
were forbid to firig them under fevere Penal- 
ties. Thus thefe three States agreed in the 
ftrange Defign of fetting Boundaries to the 
“*two wildeft things in Life, the Sallies of A/z- 
*¢ fick and Raptures of Poetry. But this we are 
** told was the moft ancient Philofophy in Greece ; 
*¢ and their firft Sophifts, taught by the Egyptians, 
** ran their Science in rhis political Strain. They 
** chofe, like their Mafters, to begin at the 
O 2 - © Source 5 
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‘** Source; and thought it the greateft Wifdom 
“ to fafhion and regulate the human Paffions, by 
‘* adjufting the Spriugs that fet them a going. 

‘* And now, my Lord, we-are got upon an 
‘¢ Afcent, whence we can fee to the End of the 
** Difquifition.” Having obfequioufly attended 
our Author and his Lord/hip in their Progrefs to 
this elevated Station, let us accompany them in 
it a few Moments, and participate of the delight- 
ful Views which it affords them. Hence appears 
what thofe Peans were, which the Cretans were 
wont to fing: no other than the publick Hymns 
authorized by Law, and appointed to be learned 
by their noble Youth. Likewife, in what man- 
ner the Oracle was erected, is to be feen, and what 
kind of Learning was probably there: All forts 
of Subje&s facred, civil and natural, came thro’ 
the eal of Apollo. 

The Path of our Poet’s Journey by Sea fom 

Chios to the awful Shrine of that Deity, comes 
next under our Ken; with all the Coa/; the 
eighteen Promontaries and Coaft Jowns which he 
{aw one after another: the diftant [lands and Zops 
ef Mountains which he defcried, and the very 
Changes of the Wind neceffary in fo indirect a 
Courte. 
_ Here the Profpect terminates, and we are left 
for a few Moments to contemplate the Felicity 
of Homer under the Pupilage of his priefly In- 
firustors at Delphos; till our Attention is recalled 
to confider what Ufe he made of the Stock of 
Knowledge he. gain’d there, and how fuch Ma- 
terials are to be managed? 

‘* So delicate (fays our Author) is the Nature 
** of Mythology—that it requires the niceft Hand 
** to apply it in a Poem, and interweave it with 


“© the Perfons and Machines concerned in the 
, “¢ Aétion: 
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** Action. Of the two Sorts already mentioned, 


the /af is apt to get the upper hand in the 
Narration, and confound its own Off-fpring, 
the artificial Mythology. This produces Incon- 
fiftencies fometimes in Faéts, or renders the 
Meaning of the Allegory impenetrable: but 
the worft of its Influence, when mifapplied, 
is upon Manners; where it deftroys the Di- 
{tinction of Charaéters, and often blends Ex- 
tremes, that are incompatible in Nature. 

** There are Circumftances in many of L/- 
mer’s Stories, which have little Conneétion 
with the Tranfaction where they are employ- 
ed: But there are fome other Parts of his Ma- 
nagement with refpeét to his Divinities, their 
ranging themfelves on different Sides, and his 
Chiefs being protected by oppofite Powers, that 
it will be worth while to examine.” They are 
Beauties in Poetry, we are told, {in this Poem it 
foould rather be faid] for the moft part but little 
obferved. This Writer therefore is determined 
to illuftrate them, and fupply the Deficiencies of 
Dacier, Pope, and other ta/fele/s Commentators, 
in this Particular. ‘* Homer’s Gods, he fays, are 
** finely diftributed between the two Armies, 
** the Greeks and Barbarians: The Greeks, natu- 

rally wife and brave, have Pallas and Funo of 
** their Party. The Trojans have Mars, or the 

“* impetuous Sally of War, Venus or Effeminacy, 

and Apollo a mixed Kind of Divinity ; the God 

of Heat, ecftatick Mufick, and poetick Paffion. 

Jupiter, or the univerfal Nature, and particu- 

larly the Influences of the celeftial Region, fa- 

vours fometimes the one, and fometimes the 

other, but generally the Greeks. Neptune is 

entirely Grecian, as they were Lords of the 

** Sea. Mercury and Diana have little to do in 


O 3 ‘* the 


a4 
<e 
€¢ 
es 
ce 
ce 
€¢ 
Ge 


€¢ 


Geé 
ae 
ce 
e¢ 
a4 
ce 


4 


a4 


€¢ 
66 
ce 
Cé 
74 
66 


€¢ 







































































































































































































202 The Prefent State of Art. 1%. 


“© the War. Thefe are what we may call the 
“¢ aétive Gods, and this is their general Arrange~ 
“* ment. As for Saturn or Time, Ceres or the 
** Earth, Pluto or Hell, they area kind of Sta- 
“° ble Deities that fupport the whole of things, 
** but have little particular Influence upon any 
** fingle Action. 

‘© If we defcend to their feveral Parts, and 
** look nearer ftill into the Poet’s Conduét, we 
“* fhall find every God in his becoming Employ- 
“© ment, and acting confiftently with the Power 
“** he reprefents. Phoebus or the Sun, the God 
“¢ of Heat and Health, in his Wrath fends a 
“© Plague, Achilles, from a Senfation of the Cor- 
‘* ruption of the 4r, now unwholfome; or, in 
“© the Poet’s Stile, being warned by Funo, calls 
<¢ an Affembly: Provoked by Agamemnon, Pallas 
‘© or Refleéiion, reafons with him, and quiets him. 
*¢ His Armour is made by Vulcan, and his vatt 
‘© Nimblenels and Humidity makes him proper- 
** ly the Son of a Sea Godde/s. The wife and 
*< patient Ulyf/es is favoured by, and always un- 
*¢ der the Tuition of Minerva only. ——~ The o- 
*¢ ther Chiefs mentioned in the Iliad are frequent- 
‘¢ ly affifted or protected by fome divine Per/on, 
*€ according to the Nature of the Occafion, and 
*¢ their perfonal Qualities.” 


N. B. 4 View of the eleventh and twelfth Se- 
ions of this Enquiry will be contained in our next 
Republick. 
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ARTICLE XIX. 


SIR, 
S I find you accepted the Life of Ari- 


‘¢ osto, which I lately fent you, by 
your publifhing it in your Pre/ent State of the 
Republick of Letters for November; 1 now of- 
fer you that of the Renowned Joun Srow, 
a moft worthy Citizen of Londox and famous 
Antiquary. The Reverend Mr. Strype has 
compiled it in his voluminous Way, and pre- 
fix’d it. to his improved Edition of the Sur- 
vey. But as ic does not appear there tn the 
moft agreeable Form; and as it is befides an 
infeparable Appendage of a Book too coftly 
for the generality of Readers to be poflefs’t 
of; I thought it worth while to be at the pains 
of abridging it, and bringing it within the 
Compafs of an Article in your ufeful Papers. I 
have already exprefs’d to you the Pleafure I 
take in Amufements of this Nature, and that 
I fhall never think that Time mii-fpenr, which 
is employ’d in doing honour to the Memory of 
the Learned, or in contributing all I am able 
to your laudable Defign of extending the Fame 
of their Merit and Labours. 


Tam, Sir, &c. 


Albemarle-Street, 
April 4. 1735. 


Joun 
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Joun Stow was born in London, very pro- 
bably in that Street which is called Cornhill, as 
we are fure both his Father and Grandfather 
dwelt there, and were Inhabitants of good Sub- 
{tance and Credit. 

The Time of his Birth was about the Year 
1y2y7, in the 17th of Henry VIL. We know 
little or nothing of any Circumi{tances relating to 
his Youth, fave that he was bred up to his Fa- 
ther’s Bufinefs, which we have Reafon to think 
was that of a Zaylor. 

At what Time precifely, or on what Occafion 
he removed from Cornhill is uncertain, and not 
worth enquiring after; but in 1749, being the 
third of Edward V1. we find him dwelling with- 
in Aldgate, where now a Pump ftandeth, between 
Leadenball-Sitreet and Fenchurch-Street. While 
he lived here, an Incident tell out which deferves 
to be recorded; it was this: The Bailiff of Ram- 
ford coming up to Town in the Heat of an Infur- 
rection which prevailed in Norfolk and Suffolk, 
and fpread to fome Parts of Efex; happened to 
light into the Company of one Sir Stephen Cu- 
rate of Cree-church, a zealous but fantaftical Man. 
The Sir asking him what News; he replied, that 
many were up in Efex; but that, Thanks be to 
God, things were in good Quiet about them. 
Whatever ground of Sufpicion the Parfon ‘ima- 
gined again{ft this Man, who was of good Re- 
port, and very well beloved at home, or what- 
ever Mifconception he had of his Words, he im- 
mediately went and informed againft him, as tho’ 
he were one of the Rebels, or a Favourer of them. 
Upon this he was feized, and next Morning 
brought before a Court Martial, where he was 

inftantly fentenced to be hanged in the Parifh 
where he uttered the forefaid Words, upona Gib- 
| bet 
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bet ereéted for the Purpofe before Stow’s Door. 
This was executed prefently after, Mr. Stow fee- 
ing the fad Sight, and hearing the unfortunate 
Victim fpeak to this Effect. ‘* I am come hi- 
© ther to die, but I know not for what Offence, 
except for Words by me fpoken Yefternight 
to Sir Stephen, the Curate and Preacher of this 
‘* Parifh; which were no other than thefe ; That 
* asking me what News in the Country! > T an- 
“* fwered, Heavy News: And when he faid, 

“© What? I replied, that there were many Men 
“Sup in Efex, but that, Thanks be to God, all 
“<* was in good Quiet about us. 4nd this was ail, 

** as God be my Fudge.” 


<¢ 


&& 


There is furely no Englifhman, who will not fee 
by this Story, how vaft a Difference there is, in 
Point of Freedom and Security, between Our Condi- 
tion now, and that of Our Anceftors in former A- 
ges; and upon what flight Grounds fome People take 
pleafure in afferting, that we labour at this Time 
under a moft intolerable Slavery. We may know the 
contrary by happy Experience, compared with {uch 
Examples as this before us that our Hiftory abounds 
with, unto the memorable Period of what is com~ 
monly called the Grand Rebellion. And tho’ from 
thence until the Beginning of this Century, many fla- 
grant Aéts of Cruelty and Injuftice flain our Annals, 
and the Lives of Britons have been too frequently 
and freely facrificed to the Spleen or Fealou/y of Prin- 
ces, yet they have not been trifled away fo egregioufly 
as formerly. Since the Death of King William ( if 
we except the laft Rebellion) there has been very 
little Blood fpilt upon the State’s Account, and alt 
that have died for Iveafon have been conviéted on 
othergue/s Evidence, and been treated in a manner 
unfpeakably more human, thau the wretched Inftance 

, now 
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now before us, and fince the Acceffion of his prefent 
Mayjefiy, an almoft unparallel’d Clemency bas been 
exercifed towards all Kinds of Offenders, and innu- 
merable things have been publickly [poken and printed 
ggainft the Government with Impunity, which in any 
Reign before the Revolution would have incurr’d 
Death, or very fevere Penalties upon the Writers 
and Broachers of them. I intend not by thefe Re- 
fleétions to juftify in the leaft any Encroachments up- 
on our Civil or Religious Rights, which can be 
charged upon the prefent Adminifivation; or to re- 
firain the Tongues or Pens of honeft and well mean- 
ing Patriots from complaining of every Grievance, 
and warning againft every Danger which threatens 
the Commonwealth: It is frefh in our grateful Me- 
mories what a noble and fuccefsful Stand fome of 
them lately made againft a pernicious Project, 
which, if it had prevail’d, might in a little while 
have proved the Deftruétion of our Liberties, and 
the Ruin of our whole Property. But to fhew 
how little Foundation there is for thofe Clamours and 
palpable Mi/reprefentations, whereby fome Men of 
evil Views endeavour to propagate falfe Fears and 
Difcontents among |? the Populace, and create thofe 
Faétions and Divifions, which may fubferve thew 
own Aims, but are the Bane of the Nation’s Peace 
and Profpertty. It is becoming a free People to ab- 
hor Slavery, and to guard againft the moft diftant 
Approaches of it; but to exclaim againft it, and la- 
ment it where in reality it is not, is a more dange- 
vous Step towards introducing it than is commonly 
emagined. I fear this will be thought too bold a Ds- 
greffion, yet tt ts no other than what this biftorial 
Paffage naturally fuggefiedy and what none can have 
Caufe to be offended at but thofe, who unnaturally 
delight in difturbing the Tranquillity of their Coun- 
vy. 
I return 
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I return to my principal Subje&t. Mr. Stow, 
who fome time after this melancholy Affair remo- 
ved into Limefircet-Ward, in the Parifh of St. 4n- 
drew’s, where he continued tll his Death. 

He began early to apply himfelf to the Study 
of the Hittory and Antiquities of England, and 
his Time and Application were fo prevalently 
bent that way, that he beftowed little of either 
upon the Bufinefs of his Calling, and the Con- 
cerns of domeftick Life; which greatly impair- 
ed bis Circumftances, and at length reduced him 
to fome Streights. 

The firft thing whereby he diftinguifhed his 
peculiar Genius, was a Piece of Service he did 
for the Ward he was now become an Inhabitant 
of. That of Bi/bop/gate had encroached on the 
Bounds of it, and had taken in three Houfes, and 
a Plot of Land near London Wall which really be- 
longed to it. Thefe he plainly proved to be the 
Property of his Ward, by certain old Leafes and 
Grants, and authentick Regifters; and they were 
accordingly at that time yielded to it; tho’ afters 
wards, when Sir Richard Pype, Alderman of 
Bifoopfgate Ward, became Mayor of London, and 
reclaim’d them, it receded from its undoubted 
Right, and tamely furrendered them to his Jurif- 
diction. 

It was about the Year 1y60, that he turned 
his Thoughts upon the compiling an Englifb Chro- 
nicle: Andin colle&ling fuch Materials relating to 
this Kingdom, as he efteemed worthy to be re- 
commended to Pofterity, he {pent moft part of 
his future Life. Indeed, when he had been ea- 
getly employed for a while in thefe Studies, per- 
ceiving how little Profit he was like to reap by 
his Induftry, he was upon the Point of aiding 
them, to apply himfelf more diligently to the 

Occupa- 
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Occupation he had been bred up to; and the Ex- 
penfivenefs of purchafing Manufcripts, was an 
additional Motive to this Refolution. But Arch- 
bifhop Parker, who was himfeif an excellent An- 
tiquarian, and a bountiful Patron of others who 
were addicted that way; perfuaded him to go on, 
and encouraged him thereto during his Life by 
feveral Benefactions. 

In order to qualify himfelf effectually for what 
he had in View, he procured as many of the an- 
cient Engli/o Writers, both printed and in Manu- 
fcript, as he could obtain by Money or Favour. 
Thefe he fo thoroughly converfed with, as to 
gain an exact and critical Knowledge of them. 
And farther improved his Abilities, by the Ac- 
quaintance and Intimacy of thofe who were moft 
able and likely to affift them. Such as the fore- 
mentioned Bifhop Parker, the Mafter of Anti- 
quartans; Lambard, admirably skill’d in the Saxon 
Learning, and Author of the Perambulation of 
Kent, Archion, Irvenarcha, and other curious 
things; Bowyer, Keeper of the Records of the 
Tower, and the firft Methodizer of them; with 
the moft famous Camden, and others of lefler 
Note. 

For a more particular Infight into the Antiqui- 
ties of London, he colleéted all the old Books, 
Parechments, Inftruments, Muniments, Charters 
and Journals relating to it, that he could any 
where meet with, and get Pofleffion of. Befides, 
he had Accefs to the Archives in the Chamber of 
the City, where he perufed, and undoubtedly 
tran{cribed fuch original Papers, as were of Ser- 
vice to him in the Profecution of his grand De- 
fign of writing the Survey of it. 

The firft thing which he publifhed, was his 
Summary of the Chronicles of England, from the 
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coming in of Brute unto hisownTime. He fet 
about this Work at the Inftance of the Lord Ro- 
bert Dudley. The Occaiion of his propofing it 
to him was this. Inthe Year 1562, Mr. Stow 
having in his Search after curious and uncommon 
Tracts met with an ingenious one of Edmund 
Dudley his Lordthip’s Grandfather’s writing, du- 
ring his Imprifonment in the Zower, entitled, The 
Tree of the Commonwealth; (which he dedicated 
to King Henry VIII. but it never came to his 
Hand) keeping the Original himfelf, tranfcribed 
a fair Copy of it, and took an Opportunity of 
prefenting it to this Nobleman. Whereupon he 
earneftly requefted our Author to do fomething 
of the fame Nature. To gratify fo illuftrious a 
Suitor, he collected this Summary, and dedicated 
it to him when it was finifhed. For which he 
had the honourable Reward of his Patron’s hearty 
Thanks and Commendations, which to be {ure was 
a fuficient Recompence for all the Pains and Ex- 
pence that it had coft him. 

Not long after, viz. 1773, it was reprinted 
with Additions. It is a {mall thick Offavo ina 
black Letter. It begins with a general Defcrip- 
tion of the Britis Empire; and then treats of the 
feveral Kings and Queens that governed this 
Iffand; naming the Mayors and Sheriffs every 
Year; and under each Reign it relateth the feve- 
ral remarkable Matters that happened, efpecially 
thofe concerning the City of London. 

In this fame Year came out the laborious and 
voluminous Collections of Reiner Wolfe, Printer 
to the Queen, and of others; being a Chronicle 
of Britaim and the Kings and Queens thereof, 
printed and reprinted by Raphael Holling fhead,and 
going commonly under his Name. In the laft 
and largelt Edition of that Work, there are in- 


ferted 
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ferted many confiderable Additions of Mr. Stow’s 
communicating, viz. A Declaration of the favou- 
vable Dealing of the Queen’s Commiffioners, &c. 
Alfo, A true and plain Declaration of the horrible 
Treafons prattifed by William Parry. 4 true and 
fammary Report of the Declaration of fome Part of 
the Earl of Northumberland’s Trea/ons delivered, 
&e. Likewile, 4 Declaration of the Caufes mo- 
ving the Queen of England to give id to the De- 
fence of the People, afflitted and oppreffed in the 
Low Countries. So that the main Part of the 
Continuation of that Hiftory from 1573 to 1787, 
is upon the matter of Mr. Stow’s doing, and the 
World is obliged for it to his Painsand Diligence. 
In 1600, he fet forth his Flores Hiftoriarum, 
that is, his ANNALS of this Land, from the 
Time of the ancient Britains to his own. Thefe 
were nothing elfe but his Summary greatly en- 
Jarged: which he infcribed to Archbifhop Wait- 
gift, moved thereunto by reafon of that Prelatc’s 
great Love to good Letters in general, and to 
Antiquities in particular. Five Years after, this 
Book bore a fecond Impreflion with Enlarge- 
ments. But even in this it’s improved State, it was 
no more thana Contraction of a far larger Compo- 
fition of the Hiftory of this Nation, which he 
had been above forty Years a collecting out of 
fome hundreds of ancient Authors, Regifters, 
Chronicles, Lives, and Records of Cities and 
Towns; and which he meant now to have pub- 
lifhed, if the Printer, very probably for fear of 
the Succefs of it, after the late Appearance of fo 
large a Chronicle as that above-mentioned, had 
not chofe rather to undertake this leffer Abftraé& 
out of it. 
In the Year 1998, came out the firft Edition 
in Quarto, of that moft excellent and ufeful: To- 
pographical 
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pograghical Piece, which he entitled, 4 Survey 
of London. What firft moved him to the wri- 


rc ting of it, was a Paflage he met with in that 
ible great Antiquatian, William Lambard’s Perambu- 
and lation: wherein he calls upon all who had Ability 
t of and Opportunity, to do the like Service for the 
red, Shires and Counties wherein they were born or 
mo- dwelt, as he had done for that of Ke#t. Our Aus 
De- thor took the Hint, and refolved upon the De- 
the {cription of this moft noble City, which was the 
the Place both of his Habitation and Birth. It was 
87, dedicated by him to the Lord Mayor, Commo- 
the nalty, and Citizens: At the End of it were the 
nce. Names of the Mayofs and Sheriffs, as far as the 
‘um, | Year 1598. He was fenfible fomething ought to 
the have been added of the political Government of 
‘hefe the City, whereof much might have been faid ; 
en- but he forbore touching on it, as he at firft in- 
Vhit- | tended, by reafon he was informed that Mr. Fames 
ate’s | Dalton, a learned Gentleman and Citizen, pur- 
d to [| pofed to treat of it. 
this In 1603, that is, five Years after the firft, came 
1rBe- forth a fecond Edition of this valuable Work, 
twas | With confiderable Improvements made by the Au- 
mpo- thor, out of his old Store, of many rare Notes of 
h he | 4atiquity, as he ftiles them. Part of thefe rela- 
it of | ted to the City Government, which he originally 
fters, | defigned to handle, but forbore, as we have juft 
- and — now mentioned, in Expectation of its being done 
pub- by Mr. Dalton. The Death of that worthy Per- 
ar of | fon preventing his performing it, Mr. Stew in 
of fo | fome meafure now fupplied the Defect, and would 
, had | have done it more copioufly and correétly, if a 
ftra tedious Fit of Sicknefs had not difabled and ob- 
ftru&ed him. The Notes he &dded were con- 
dition | cerning the Aldermen and Sheriffs of London : 
\-To- | The Names of the Officers belonging to the 
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Mayor’s Houfe, and to the Sheriffs: Of the Li- 
veries of the Mayors and Sheriffs: Of the Days 
of Attendance, that the Fellowfhips wait on the 
Mayor to St. Paul’s: How the Companies had 
Place at the Mayor’s Feaft in Gud/dball 23, Henry 
VIII: Somewhat of the Liveries worn by Citi- 
zens in Times of Triumph, and otherwife. Thefe 
he confefled, were far fhort of what he defired 
and purpofed to do; but as they were all he could 
accomplifh at prefent, fo he promifed hereafter to 
augment them: tho’ increafing Weaknels, and 
afterwards Death, defeated his Intentions of do- 
ing fo. 

At length came out, in 1618, after Mr. Stow’s 
Deceafe, a third Edition, {till in Quarto, fet forth 
by 4. M. or Anthony Monday, a Citizen alfo, and 
a Man of fome Fame: He had been the Pope’s 
Scholar in the Seminary at Rome: Afterwards 
coming home, and renouncing the Pope and Po- 
pery, he wrote two Books about Matters of the 
Englifh Priefts and Papifts abroad. One was cal- 
led, The Difcovery of Campion the Fef/uit, which 
he prefented, 1781, to Bromley, Lord Chancel- 
lor; Burleigh, Lord Treafurer; and Robert Earl 
of Leicefter. The other was, The Englifh Roman 
Life, fet forth Anno 1591, difcovering the Lives 
of the Englifhmen at Rome, and the Orders of the 
Englifo Seminaries, €9c. 

This Editor made feveral Additions (as he pre 
tended) to the Sarvey: much of which, he hints 
ed, he had formerly from Stow himfelf, who, 
while he was alive, delivered him fome of his 
beft Colle&tions, and importunately perfuaded him 
to correct what he found amifs, and to proceed 
in perfecting fo Worthy a Defign. He talks of be- 
ing employed about twelve Years in revifing and 
enlarging it; and that he had the Encouragement 
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of the Court of Aldermen in the Council Cham- 
ber, being brought before them by Sir Henry 
Montague, the Recorder, afterwards Lord Chief 
Juftice of the King’s Bench. 

But after all, the Additions he made were 
chiefly fome Infcriptions and Epitaphs from the 
Monuments in the Parifh Churches; a Continu- 
ation of the Names of the Mayors and Sheriffs ; 
and little more, except fome Tranfcripts out of 
Stow’s Summary and Annals, and here and there 
venturing to correct fome Errors, as he calls them, 
of the Original, in the Place of which he has ra- 
ther fubfticuted his own; for Mr. Stow was too 
exact and learned to be correéted by one fo much 
inferior to him both in Literature, and in the Skill 
of Antiquity, as this Monday appears to be. 

In 1633, there came out an Edition of it in 
Folio, by the fame 4. M. together with H. D.. 
C.F. and fome others. It was dedicated, as all 
the: preceding Editions had been, to the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen and Recorder for the Time be- 
ing, ;with the Citizens. In this was a Continua- 
tion of the Names of the Mayors and Sheriffs to 
that Year, with the Coats of Arms of ail the 
Mayors, the Companies of London, Merchants, 
and. others; .and:a brief imperfect Account of 
the Incorporation of the faid Companies, and the 
Date of their Charters: fome fcattering Articles 
of the Sratutes, Acts, and Cuftoms of the City: 
an. Act of Parliament, and an A& of Common- 
Council concerning the River: of Thames; with 
fome other things of the hike Import. By this 
time the Book. came to abound with verbal Evra- 
‘a.and Deviations from the Author’s Edition and 
Senfe, too many to be particularly mentioned, 
which called for fome abler and more judicious 
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Hand than had been hitherto employed to correét 
and rectify. 
This was happily effected in the Year 1720, 


when it arrived to a fifth Impreffion, under the. 


Care and Management of Joun Strypr, M. A. 
a Citizen born and bred (as the former Editors 
were) and the Son of a Freeman of London. This 
Edition is enlarged by fome fcores of Sheets; 

reat Numbers of Errors are corrected, and Stow 
reftored to himfelf; the Remains are inferted eve- 
ry where in their proper Places; the Hiftory of 
the City brought down to the prefent Time; 
and the Cuftoms, Laws, and Aéts of Common- 
Council, which are of fuch Importance for un- 
derftanding the civil Polity of it, infifted on ve- 
ry fully. 

Having thus gone through the Hiftory of this 
curious and ufetul Work, and brought it thro’ 
the feveral Stages it has pafs’d, from its firft Pro- 
dution to the full grown State it now appears in; 
I fhall refume the Memoirs of its venerable Au- 
thor. We have feen by the Fruits of it, how 
{trong a Propenfity he had to the Study of Hi- 
ftory, and fearching after ancient things; and 


have obferved, that fo much of his Time was — 


confumed in Employments of this kind, as was 
inconfiftent with his attending the Bufinefs of his 
proper Calling, in fuch a manner as was neceflary 
to the Advancement of his worldly Fortune ; on 
the contrary, what by this Neglect, and what by 
the Charge of purchafing Books and Manulcripts, 
he greatly impair’d and diminifhed it; and inftead 
of enjoying that Affluence and Eafe, which fuch 
generous Labours for the Honour of his Coun- 
try, and the Service of Pofterity juftly merited; 
he was not fo much as refunded what he expend- 


ed in the Advancement of them, but left in the 
2 Decline 
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Decline of his Life to grapple with Poverty and 
Diftrefs. | 

After five and twenty Years Travail in this 
way, and publifhing his larger Suimmary as a Spe- 
cimen of his Toil and Capacity, finding his Sub- 
ftance thereby to decreafe and grow low, he ad- 
dreffed the Lord Mayor’and Aldermen, in confi- 
deration of his Deferts towards the City, and 
likewife in order ‘to affift him in his Defigns of 
doing it yet farther Honour, to grant him aCou- 
ple of Freedoms.’ Tt is probable he was not re- 
fufed this Favour, tho’’we are no where afcer- 
tain’d of his obtaining it. 

Some Years after this he prefented another Pe- 
tition to the Mayor and Court of Aldermen, fet~ 
ting forth, * That he was of the Age of three- 
“ fcore and four; and that he had for the Space 
“ of almoft thirty Years laft' paft, befides ‘his 
* Chronicles dedicated to the Earl of Leicefter, 
“* fet forth’ divers Summaries dedicated to them, 
“ @fc. He therefore prayeth them to beftow on 
‘* him fome yearly Penfion, or otherwife: where- 
“ by he might reap fomewhat towards his great 
6 Charges.” Whether this Application wad ai 
Succefs, I know not.' I find no Inftance of his 
reaping any Reward from the City, adequate to 
the extraordinary Pains he underwent for the Re- 
putation and Glory of it, unlefs we reckon for 
fuch his being promoted to the Dignity of ‘its 
Fee’d Chronicler; a Poft of no great Grandeur, 
and perhaps with a very {mall Salary annex’d to 
it. Whatever it was, it-was fo far from retrieving 
his ruined Circumftances, that it afforded him not 
the Means of Subfiftencé; fo that he was forced 
to beg what we now call a Brief from King 
Fames 1. to colleé&:the charitable Benevolence of 
well difpofed People for his Relief. A thing fur- 
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prizing and lamentable! and which if it had-not 
been already divulged, I would have fupprefs’d 
the. very mention of, to conceal the Difgrace of 
that unworthy Age. Strange! that the mighty, 
opulent ¢ City of London, whofe Service and Cre- 
dit he had fo greatly advanced, by writing fuch 
an elaborate and accurate Survey of it; nor the 
wealthy Company of Merchant Taylors, whereof 
he was a worthy and reputable;Member; nor the 
State, in grateful Remembrance of his compo- 
fing an excellent Hiftory -of, the Kingdom; nor, 
laftly, that Prince himfelf who was fo learned, 
and pretended fuch Affeétion and Refped for 
learned Men, and {quandered away fuch immenfe 
Sums upon unworthy Favourites and Buffoons; 
ftrange, I fay, that not.any of thefe, nor all of 
them together, would preferve a Perfon from 
Scarcity and Want, to. whom they all of them 
were indebted, and whofe Provifion fhould have 
been the publick Concern... The Licenfe which 
his Majefty granted him.to deg, was.a Libel up- 
on his own Bounty; and the Produce. of it, fo 
far as we know, fixes an indelible Reproach on 
the Charity. of the Londoners of that Day: We 
may make an Eftimate of the whole they contri- 
buted on Occafion of it, by what was collected. 
of the Parifhioners of St; Mary Woolnoth, which: 
was no more than 75.. 6d. 
He died.of the Stone-Cholick April 5. 160s. 
about fix,Months after the Brief was granted 
him ; fo that it is to be feared this illuftrious 4/m/- 
man made but. {mall Progrefs in the POON 
and, received but very. little Benefit by it. He 
was buried towards the upper End of the North 


Ifle of St. Andrew Underfbaft’s. Church; .where. 
he hath a,decent Monument, erected to him by 
his Widow, on which is his Effgies fitting in a 
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Chair as it were in his Study, with a Book before 
him as reading, and others on Shelves about him; 
with this lu/cription : 


Memoriz Sacrum. 

Refurrettionem in Chrifto hic expettat JOANNES 
Stow, Civis LONDINIENSIS. Qui in antiquis 
Monumentis eruendis accuratifiima diligentia ufus, 
ANGLI&Z Annales, & Civitatis LonpiN1 Sy- 
nopjin, bene de fua, bene de poftera tate meritus, 
luculenter [cripfit ; Viteg; Studio pie 8 probe decur- 
fo, obiit Atatis Anno LXxXx. die 5. Aprilis, MDCV. 

ELIZABETHA Conjux, ut perpetuum [ui amo- 
ris teftimonium, dolens. H. M. P. : 









This Figure of Srow, which feems to be 
Stone, is faid to be nothing elfe but Clay burnt, 
and painted; a fine Art, known and practifed in 
former Times. Of this Sort, there were feveral 
in Churches before the great Fire. One of thefe 
was the Head of Dr. Colet, fet up, both in Sr. 
Pauls Church, whereof he was Dean; and in 
his School hard by, founded by him.’ But now 
there are {carce any Remainders of that Kind, ex- 
cept this of Mr. Stow, ftanding in a Church that 
efcaped the {preading Conflagration, uno 1666. 

Having thus related thefe feveral Particulars 
concerning Mr. Stow and his Writings, [ fhall 
nae proceed to a more general Charaéter of 

oth. 

His Perfon and Temper are thus defcribed by 
Edm. Hows, who well knew him. ‘“ He was 
* tall of Stature, lean of Body and Face; his 
‘© Eyes {mall and Criftalline; of a pleafant and 
“* chearful Countenance; his Sight and Memory 
* very good, and retained the true Ufe of all his 
“¢ Senfes unto the Day of his Death. He had an 
P 3 * excel- 
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* excellent Memory ; was very fober, mild, and 
“© courteous to any that required his Inftruétions. 
“ He always protefted never to have written any 
¢ thing either for Envy, Fear, or Favour, nor 
“ to feck -his own private Gain or Vain-glory, 
s and that his only Pains and Care was, to write 


he Trul th.’ 


But in order to our forming a complete Idea of 
him, let us more narrowly infpect the Difpofiti- 
on, Inclination, and Endowments of his Mind, 
as well as his vifible Works and Aétions. The 
firft thing that muft occur to our View in this 
Survey, is, that he was an earneft Student and 
Lover of the Antiquity of his own Country; and 
this to fuch a degree, as at length to lay afide the 
Trade he was brought up in, that he might ad- 
dict himfelf to it entirely. He was an unwearied 
Reader of all English Hittory, whether Printed 
or in Manufcript; and a Searcher into Records, 
Regifters, Journals, original Charters, Inftru- 
ments, €fc. Nor was he contented with barely 
perufing thefe things, but was greedy of poflef- 
fing himfelf of them, as of a great Treafure. By 
the time he was forty Years old he had furnifhed 
a confiderable Library of fuch; as appears from 
the Report of Mr. Watts Archdeacon of London, 
who was fent to fearch it, viz. ** That he had a 
“¢ great Collection of old Books and MSS. of all 
** Sorts, but efpecially relating to Chronicle and 
** Hiftory both in Parchment and Paper, &c.” 
And the Rarity of his Study was, that it was not 
only ftored with ancient Authors, but original 

harters, Regifters, and Chronicles of particu- 
Jar Places ; fuch as the Regifter of Bermond/fey, 
of St. Edmund’s-Bury, of the new Abbey near 
the Zower, of St. Batholomew Smithfield, of the 
Friars Minors of London, of the Knights of the 
Garter ; 
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Garter; of the Mayors of London, with the old 
Records of London, and of St. 4/apb, Chronicles 
of St. Alban’s, Arnold’s Chronicles, Aznals of the 
Monatftery of Hyde, &fc. He had the greater Op- 
portunity of enriching himfelf with thefe things, 
living fhortly after the Diffolution of the Mona- 
{teries, when they were difpers’d and fcattered 
abroad into divers Hands out of thofe facred Re- 
pofitories of them. 

It was his Cuftom to tranfcribe all {uch old and 
ufeful Books as he could not obtain or buy, and 
were of Service to his Purpofe. Thus, as we 
are affured by Ralph Brook/mouth, he copied Le- 
land’s fix Volumes of Colleétions for his own Ule, 
which he fold afterwards to the Great Camden, 
who gave him for them an Annuity of 8 /. during 
his Life. 

And as he was well ftored with Books of this 
Nature, fo he was a very good Judge of them, 
and was able to difcourfe critically concerning 
them; and delighted much in the Company and 
Converfe of thofe, whofe Genius and Tatfte were 
inclined that way. By his extenfive Skill in An- 
tiquity, he was enabled to dete&t many Frauds 
and vulgar Errors in our Story, which had long 
pafs’d unqueftioned ; to fettle the true Bounds and 
Limits of many contefted Properties, and to give 
great Light into fome obfolete Authors, towards 
the ufeful Editions of which he was very affift- 
ant. 

As for Inftance, Dr. David Powel, a learned 
W elfoman, had communicated to him by Sir Hen- 
ry Sidney, {ome time Prefident of Wales, an an- 
cient Manufcript; being a Colleétion of the Suc- 
ceffions and Aéts of the Britifh Princes after Cad- 
wallader, unto the Year 1156. Done by Caradoc 
of Lancarvan. Thefe Colleétions were kept in 
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an Abby of Conwey in Wales, and in another Ab- 
by; and were continued and augmented every 
three Years until 1270. Thefe were copied out 
fo often, that there were about an hundred Trah- 
{cripts of them extant. One of thefe Humphry 
Lioyd tranflated into Exglifh, and fomewhat en- 
larged out of Mat. Paris and Nicolas Trivets 
which Tranflation coming into the Hands of Sir 
Henry, he, after keeping it by him a long while, 
being defirous of having it printed, required Dr. 
Powel to perufe and correét it, that it might be 
committed to the Prefs. The Doétor took a deal 
of Pains in polifhing and improving it, by colla- 
ting Copies, and making feveral Additions: for 
the effecting of which, Mr. Stow fupplied him 
with a confiderable Number of Manufcript Hi- 
ftorians, fuch as Nennius, Henry Huntington, Wil- 
liam Malmesbury, Marianus Scotus, Ralph Cog fhall, 
Fohn Everfden, Nicolas Trivet, Florentius Vigor- 
nienfis, Simon of Durham, Roger Hoveden, and 
others. Of which Dr. Powel has made a grate- 
ful Acknowledgment in his Preface. 

We are alfo beholden in a great meafure to 
Mr. Stow, for fome of the Editions and Enlarge- 
ments of our moft celebrated ancient Poet, Feffrey 
Chaucer: whofe Works were firft collected and 
printed by //’illiam Caxton; and again publifhed 
with Additions by William Fhinne, Efg; in the 
Reign of Henry VIII. fince which they were 
corrected and twice increafed through Mr. Stow’s 
own painful Labours (as he writes) in the Reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, to wit, in the Year 15613 and 
again beautified with Notes by him colletted out of 
divers Records and Monuments: which be delivered 
to his loving Friend Thomas Speight. 

He was a true Antiquarian, in that he was not 
fatisfied with Reports, nor yet with the Credit 
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of what he found in Print; but had recourfe to 
Originals. He made ufe of his own Legs (for 
he could never ride) travelling on Foot to many 
Cathedral Churches, and other Places, where an- 
cient Records and Charters were, to read them; 
wherein he feems to have been very expert, as 
appears by that multitude of Quotations and 
Tranfcriptions out of Chartularies, Regifters, €7c. 
belonging to Monattries and other old Foundati- 
ons and Cuftoms, that fhew themfelves in his Hi- 
{tory, and efpecially in his Survey. There is a 
Volume of thefe his Notes and Colleétions, which 
firft came into the Poffeffion of Sir Simon Dews, 
and was afterwards procured by Mr. Harley late 
Earl of Oxford; who placed it in his own exqui- 
fite Library. 

In fine, as it feems to have been fome publick 
Spirit folicitous for the common Good that aétua- 
ted him; fo his great Diligence in colleéting, re- 
trieving, and publifhing fo much of the Exglifh 
Hiftory, to the Honour of his Country, and the 
Place where he was born, ought to be remem- 
ber’d by Pofterity with the mot grateful Com- 
mendation and Praifes. 

I will conclude this Account of Mr. Stow with 
a few Words concerning his Religion and moral 
Qualities. He was at firft, in all probability, a 
Favourer of Popery; this appears from the Jea- 
loufy the State had of him in 1568, which oc- 
cafioned an Order of Council to Grindal, Bifhop 
of London, to have his Library fearched for fu- 
perftitious Books; of which fort feveral were 
found there. And it is very likely that his noto- 
rious Biafs this way, might be the Ground of the 
Troubles he underwent either in the Ecclefiaftical 
Commiffiion Court, or Star Chamber. For ’tis cer- 
tain that about the Year 1570, he was dangerouf- 
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Jy accufed before the Ecclefiaftical Commiffioners, 
in no lefs than an hundred and forty odd Articles, 
preferr’d againft him by one that had been his Ser- 
vant. This Mifcreant had before defrauded him 
of his Goods, and now fought to deprive him of 
his Life alfo. A far lefs Number would have 
ferved to difpatch a Man out of the World, if 
they could have been proved ; e/pecially in fo mi- 
fruftful a Conjuntiure as that was, when the Queen 
and State were fo full of Fealouly and Apprebenfions 
of Danger from the Swarms of popifh Emiffaries, 
who were fent over from Rome to foment Seditions, 
and had attually raifed a Rebellion in the Northern 
Counties; whick was the Caufe of bringing many in- 
nocent Perfons, [ufpetted of the Romitfh Religion, 
into queftion, and among others Mr. Stow. But 
the Witnefies again{ft him were of fuch excep- 
tionable Characters, that his Judges were too up- 
right to condeinn him upon their Teftimony. 
Some of them had been detected of Perjury, o- 
thers burnt in the Hand for Felony, and the like: 
This perfidious Servant, who was at the Head of 
them as the Informer, was no other than his 
younger Brother, a very profligate Villain, as is 
evident by this unnatural and wicked Profecution 
of his neareft Relation, and by his following Be- 
haviour towards him. For inftead of manifefting 
any Shame or Repentance tor his Crime, he 
blafphemoufly curfed, and {wore that he never 
committed it; and perfifted in defaming his Re- 
utation, and threatning to murder him. 

Whether ever Mr. Stow was a hearty Prote- § 
ftant is fomething dubious; there is one Expref- 
fion of his fomewhere in the Reign of Qucen 
Elizabeth, which is an Indication of the afirma- 
tive; viz. That Doéivine is more pure now than it 
was in the Monkifo World, But it is not certain 
whether 
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whether he writ this in earneft or ironically. 
Whatever his Principles were with refpe& to dif- 
putable Points, his moral Practice was unblame- 
able. He hated Vice in all Orders, and expofed 
it no lefs in the Clergy than in Laymen. He ab- 
horred Injuftice, and fpared not to rebuke all who 
were guilty of it; fuch as unfaithful Executors 
of private or publick Donations ; falfe Jurymen; 
counterfeit Phy ficians, and thofe who in any wife 
opprefled the Poor and Needy. He was a Lover 
of Hofpitaliry, and a great Friend to publick Be- 
nefactions. Ina word, he was of an honeft and 
generous Difpofition ; unfpotted in his Life, and 
ufeful in his Generation. He is worthy of being 
propofed for an Example to all the Natives of 
this fupreme City, the happieft on Earth; and as 
he was the firft Regifter of its immortal Fame, 
fo he deferves to be had in perpetual Remem- 
brance of all that rejoyce in the Profperity of it. 
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Be s.0-C LS As. 


A new generalEnglith Dictionary ; pecular- 
ly calculated for the Ufe and Improvement 
of fuch as are unacquainted with the learn- 
ed Languages. Wherein the difficult Words 
and Technical Terms made ufe of in Ana- 
tomy, Architeture, <Arithmetick, Alge- 
bra, Aftronomy, Botany, Chymiftry, Di- 
vinity, Gardening, Grammar, Hawking, 
Heraldry, Hiftory, Horfemanfbip, Hunt- 
ing, Husbandry, Law, Logick, Mathema- 

ticks, 
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ticks, Mechanicks, Military, Mufick, Na- 
vigation, Painting, ‘Poetry, Rhetorick, 
Sculpture, Surgery, &ce. are not only 
fully explain’d, but accented on their pro- 
per Syllables, to prevent a vicious Pro- 
nunciation, and mark’d with initial Capi- 
tals to denote the Part of Speech to which 
each Word peculiarly belongs. To which is 
prefixed, A compendious Englifh Gram- 
mar, with general Rules for the ready 
Formation of one Part of Speech from 
another, by the due Application whereof, 
fuch as underftand the Englith only, may 
be able to write as coreétly and elegantly, as 
thofe who have been fome Years conver fant 
with the Latin, Greek, @c. Together 
with a Supplement of the proper Names 
of the moft noted Kingdoms, Provinces, 
Cities, Towns, Rivers, Kc. throughout the 
known World. As alfo, of the moft cele- 
brated Emperors, Kings, Queens, Priefts, 
‘Poets, Philofophers, Generals, &c. whe- 
ther \ewifh, Pagan, Mahometan, or 
Chriftian; but more efpecially fuch as are 
mentioned either in the Old or New Te- 


ftament. The whole alphabetically di-. 


zefted, and accented in the fame manner, 
and for the fame purpofe, as the preceding 
Part; ard colle&ted for the Ufe of [uch as 
have but an imperfect Idea of the Englifh 
Orthography. Originally begun by the 
lite Reverend Mr. Thomas Dyche, School- 


mafter 
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mafter at Stratford le Bow, Author of the 
Guide to the Englifh Tongue, the Spelling 
Dittionary, Ke. and now y finifh'd by Wil- 
liam Pardon, Gert. London: Printed 
for R. Ware at the Bible and Sun in 
Warwick-Lane, Amen-Corner. 1735. 


V ERY one is apprifed of the Ufefulnefs of 
Ditionaries in general, for the complete 
underftanding of the Languages which they fe- 
verally contain; but the Value of any one in par- 
ticular arifes from a Concurrence of Variety of 
Circumftances; fuch as its Copioufnefs, with re- 
{fpeét to the Number and Diverfity of Terms that 
it confifts of: the Extenfivenefs, Perfpicuity and 
critical Exactnefs of its Verfions, Definitions and 
Explanations: its, Accuracy, in denoting all the 
different Qualities of Words ufeful to be known: 
and the Correctnefs and Fairnels of the Impref- 
fjon. 

In the laft of thefe efpecially, the Book before 
us feems to excel any other of the like Kind,, 
which has hitherto been publifhed for our T ongue. 
If it has any peculiar Advantages befides this, and 
its being eafier to purchafe than that which we 
call Bailey’s, we may fuppofe they are taken no- 
tice of by the ingenious Editor in his Introduéti- 
on; where he tells us, ** Derivations and Etymo- 
logies are entirely Jeft out of it: both, becaufe. 
© of their Uncertainty in a very large ‘Number 
*¢ of Inftances; and their Ulelefnefs to thofe Per- 
“¢ fons for whom thefe Books are chiefly defign-: 
“ ed; which are thofe, whofe Education, Read=: 
cc ing and Leifure are bounded withitva narrow 
“-Compas; and therefore fuch Helps and Hints, 
*F as were judged more univerfally ‘beneficial,. are. 

“© {ubtti- 
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“¢ fubftituted in their room.” Of which he gives 
us a very full and fatisfactory Account in the Se- 
uel of this Preface. 

The whole, be /ays, is calculated for the In- 
formation of the Unlearned, who may all receive 
very. great and eafly Affiftance from it; ; and is par- 
ticularly recommended to thofe Schools, where 
Englifo only is taught, as is commonly the Cafe 
where young Ladies are chiefly educated, whofe 
Inftructors will foon find the Benefit of a careful 
Ufe of it, by the Improvement their Scholars 
will thereby fenfibly make, not merely in Ortho- 
graphy or true Spelling, but in writing coherent- 
ly and correctly ; the want of which moft agree- 
able Accomplifhment there is generally too juft 
Caufe to complain of among the fair Sex. 

The Compendious Englifb Grammar, which we 
fee at the Entrance of it, is intended only as a ge- 
neral Hint or Specimen, and not as a critical Trea~ 
tife upon that Subject: yet the induftrious Com- 
piler doubts not, but if carefully attended to, 
thofe Perfons that never learnt any thing but Ezg- 
lifo, may as‘nicely diftinguifh the different Parts 
of Speech, and write as truly and: grammatically, 
as tho’ they had employed .a great deal of Time 
and Pains in the common Methods of me NNT 
Greek or Latin: 

The Defign of the Catalogue or Alphabet of 
Names at the Conclufion is, that fueh Readers as 
are converfant with Englifh Writings only, may 
meet with a large Colleétion ready made to their 
Hands,:in order to know how to fpell thems and 
further, to direét the due Pronunciation of them, 
they are accented in the fame mantiet as the prin- 
cipal Words throughout the Book ate. 

It is needlefs for us to add any thing to what the 
Author has faid, in Commendation of a Work, the 
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g Ofefulnefs of which is fo obvious; but as it has a 
" manifeft Tendency to the Furtherance and Advance- 
ment of polite Literature, we heartily wifh it a 
- univerfal Approbation and Acceptance. 
ec 
{= 
re 
fe 
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00 HERE has been lately communicated to 
it- us the Plan of a very curious Work, which 
2e- we have been defired to give the Publick an Idea 
uft of. It relates to a Fragment of Sanchoniatho, but 
we know not the Title precifely under which it is 
we to appear; there was only wrote at the top of the 
ge- Papers which were fent us, FracMENrT de San- 
ea~ CHONIATHON par P Auteur da Spectacle de la . 
om Nature. The Synopfis of it in the original French, 
to, confifting of above feven Pages in Duarto, is too 
ng long to be inferted here; the following is a com- 
arts’ prehenfive Abftraé& of it. : 
ally, ' After the Preface, ‘the firft Book contains the 
‘ime Fragment of Sanchoniatho done from’ the Greek, 
ring as it is in the ninth Chapter of the firft Book of 
| Eufebius’s Prep. Evang. With the Sentiments 
of § of the moft eminent ancient and moderm Philolo- 
rg aS gers concerning it, and an Anfwer to all the Ob- 
fray | jections that have been rais’d to it. Laftly, Bi- 
their | thop Cumberlana’s Hypothefis relating to that fa-: 
, and § mous Writer. 2 
hem, The fecond Book confifts of Notes or Differ- 
ptin- J tations on the Fragment. It is divided into four 
Seétions, which are preceded by a prefatory Dif= 
ut the | courfe on Philo Byblius’s Prologue to his Tranfla- 
¢, the | tion of Sanchoniathon’s Hiftory. The firft Se@i- 
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on is of the Creation, according to that Phenici- 
an’s Account of it. The fecond treats of the 
State and Affairs of the World from Adam or 
Protogonos, to the Time of Noah or T/jdyk; and 
affigns the Periods of the Invention of feveral 
Arts, Inftruments, and Exercifes for the Support 
of Life or for Diverfion. The third is a Conti- 
nuation of the Subject, from the Age of Noah to 
the lateft Pofterity of Abraham or Kronos. The 
fourth is of Idolatry; of the Caufes of it in ge- 
neral; and of the particular Deities ador’d by each 
Nation. 

The third Book begins with a Summary of 
what has been faid before, and then continues the 
Account of the Gods that were reverenced in 
different Countries; corrects the Miftakes of ma- 
ny celebrated Criticks in this matter; and ex- 
amines the Opinions of Scaliger, Petavius, Mar- 
foam, Perizonius and Pezron about it. Rules for 
fettling the Egyptian Dynatties; of the Paftor 
Kings in general, and of feveral other difficult 
Points in Chronology. An Enquiry into the Pro- 

refs which has been made in the Knowledge of 
the Chinefe Hiftory; with an Enumeration of fe- 
veral illuftrious Chine/e, who have written either 
on Hiftory in general, or on that of their own 
Country in particular. A Lift of the Emperors 
of China, from the Library of the Superiors of 
the foreign Miffion, with Notes on the Differen- 
ces between the Sieur Hoamge and Father Coz- 
plet’s Catalogues of them. 7 

The twenty-third Chapter of this Book, which 
concludes the whole, treats of the Antediluvians, 
and of the Chronology from 4dam to Noah, and 
from thence to the //raelites going out of Egypt. 
Briefly confiders the principal Epocha’s, and the 
Hiftories of Zobit, Fudith and Efther; and aml 
y 
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ly clofes with fome Reflections on the neighbour- 
ing Nations at that Time, chiefly the Canaanites. 
On the old Grecian Princes, on the Pyramids, the 
Learning of the Egyptians, and their hierogly- 
phical Characters. 


AR TICLE XX. 


The Aruanastan Creed a Prefervative 
againfi Herefies: Or the Reafonablene/s 
and Neceffity of retaining it in the publick 
Liturgy. In Anfwer to two late Pieces, 
entituled, the one, An Effay for a Review 
of the Book of Common Prayer ; the other, 
A Defence of the Efay. Wherein the 
Author's Citations from Mr. Chilling- 
worth, Bifbop Taylor, Archbifhop Til- 
Jotfon, Dr. Cave, Mr. Hales, Bi/bop 
Stillingfleet, and his prefent Grace of 
Canterbury, are examined. London: 
Printed for John Crownfield, at the Ri- 
fing-Sun in St. Paul’s Churchyard. 173.5. 

_B8vo. Pagg. 228. 


HE Author of this Traét thinks it may re- 
quire fome Apology, that fuch a full and 
particular Anfwer (fo far as the 4thanafian Creed 


MARCH 1737. Q is 

















































330 The Prefent State of Art. 24. 


is concerned ) is here given to the Effay for a Re- 
view of the Book of Common Prayer, and the De- 
fence of it. 

A Piece written with fo little Accuracy and 
Care, or even Regard to the Truth of Faéts; and 
afterwards defended with fo little Moderation and 
Temper, could not, 4e /ays, in itfelf, deferve any 
Reply. It was the Importance and univerfal 
Concern of the Subject; the Tendency thofe 
Pieces had to unfettle she Minds of lefs thinking 
People; and the unufual Freedom that was taken 
in them, of appealing to our Governors in Church 
and State, which made it neceflary to take fome 
Notice of them. 

The Defign therefore of thefe Sheets is to fa- 
tisfy all unprejudiced Perfons, that the Arhanafi- 
an Creed is no, other, than.an ufeful and neceflary 
Hluftration of Scripture Doétrine. —'That it does 
not attempt to explain My/fferies, but only con- 
tains what we are neceflarily to believe concern- 
ing Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, three Perfons 
and one God: That it is fo far from being a 
Biand of Contention among: true Chriftians, as 
the Writer of the E/fay infinuates, that it has 
hitherto proved in the Chriftian Church an in- 
violable Bond of Unity and Peace. ‘Fhat it has 
nothing: in it hard or incomprehenfble: nor does 
it contain any Enquiry into the /acred Myftery it 
ielf, the Manner How three diftinét Perfons are 
joined | in one. Godhead. 

Our Author tells.us, that when he had drawn 
up the fir Part of his Treatife, which is an An- 
{wer to the Efay, he met with two Letters in the 
LVeekly Mifcellany; one of O&ober 19. the other 
of Ofteber 26. containing fome brief Remarks 
upon the Efay: which he had the Pleafure to 
find, were entirely agreeable to what he had faid 
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upon the fame Topics. But as it was impoflible 
to handle the feveral Points fully in fo fhort a 
Compafs; and, as he found the learned Writer 
had not undertaken ( what indeed could not have 
been done in the Compafs of fuch Papers, which 
yet, like the Sketches and Outlines of fome great 
Painter, difcovered a mafterly Hand) to examine 
the feveral Citations from the many great and 
learned Hands, which the Writer of the E/zy 
had called into his Affiftance; all which Citations, 
as he thought it neceflary, he had particularly 
examined; he judged it therefore proper to con 
tinue in his Defign of committing his Papers to 
the Prefs. In the mean time, while they were 
printing off, the Writer of the E/ay publifhed 
his Defence: In which he calls for an Anfwer to 
the forementioned Citamwous; which confirmed 
our Author in his Opinion, of the Neceflity there 
was for examining them, that he might not go 
on with his Triumph on that Head. 

Here then he will find them all confidered, 
with a full and particular Anfwer likewife to his 
Defence. And as he has in his Effay advanced fe- 
veral things of the fame kind with what Dr. Clark 
had faid in his Scripture Doftrine; and which were 
an{wered in Dr. Waterland’s Critical Hiftory of the 
Athanafian Creed many Years ago: Our Author 
therefore has not fcrupled, on.a proper Occafion, 
to make ufe of the Sentiments of the Critical Hie 
frortan, his only View being to preferve the Un- 
wary from being deceived by the fpecious Preten- 
ees of the E/fay; and to contribute all the Good 
in his Power to the Catholick Caufe. 

But he muft not forget to obferve, as he telis 
ws, that the retaining fuch an explicit Confeffion of 
our Faith as the 4thanafian Creed, will appear 
more particularly necefiary at this Zime, to all 
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thofe who have an hearty Concern for the Ho- 
nour of Chri? and his Church; when they fee 
{uch open Attacks made upon the Chriffian Faith: 
He fays, upon the Chrittian Faith! For, whilft 
{ome are, on the one hand, labouring to pulldown 
and demolifh the Outworks and Defences; others 
are boldly ftriking at the Faith it/elf. 

Our Author, in this Charge, has an Eye efpe- 
cially on the Writer of a Pamphlet, which ap- 
peared fince he began to draw up thefe Papers, 
and is entituled, Chriffian Liberty afferted, &c. by 
& Clereyman in the Country. In which Book he 
can find nothing, but what was folidly confuted 
fome Years ago, when the Controverfy was car- 
ried on between Dr. Waterland, and that fame 
Clergyman in the Country. . He thinks it the ut- 
moft Impertinence in that Writer, and thofe of 
his Principles, to bring up again, and endeavour 
to put off to the Publick all the o/d and ffale Ar- 
guments for their Herefies, which have been con- 
tuted over and over. Jt is unreafonable, be /ays, 
to expect that the Church fhould attend to confute 
them, as often as they fhall pleafe to be confuted. 
Neverthelefs, he dares fay that no one is afraid to 
have the Caufe tried over and over. Let it have 
as many Hearings as they pleafe; it will only be 
to their greater Shame and Confufion! and will 
bring this Advantage with it, that we fhall ftill 
be the more confirm’d in our Faith, by obferving 
how weak and vain our Adverfaries Attempts prove 
againtt it. 

Our Author di/plays the fame Affurance through- 
out the Book, as be bas foewn here in the Preface to 
it. It is plain he regards himfelf every-where as 
Champion of the Chriftian Faith, and all who dif- 
fer from him. in Sentiment, as Enemies and Sub- 
verters of if. his is a Point which will not eafily 
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be granted him: It is what very many truly Ortho- 
dox, but of a gentle and moderate Di/pofition will 
not allow; and the Country Clergyman se bas been 
juft cenfuring, in that very Difcour/e be is fo much 
offended with, is rather more than even with him; 
for while be afferts the Supremacy of the one God the 
Father, he brands Dr. \Waterland, and all the Fa- 
vourers of his Scheme, as the wor/t and moft detefta- 
ble of Hereticks. J¢’s dangerous offering to mode- 
vate between [uch incenjed Combatans 5 tt 1s the way 
to fare in the Wrath of both Sides: * But we may 
entreat both, in the mecker Spirit of St. Paul, to 
beware, if they thus bite and devour one another, 
that they be not Fae iy one of another.* Chr ifs 
Flock is like to thrive, while the Shepherds are di/- 
puting together whether the Food each recommends is 
not Poifon: They muft either feed with the utmo/t 
Fear and Danger, or ftarve if they forbear till that’s 
determined. Would to God thefe angry Ditpatants 
(who, if their Hands were not mercitully tied, 
would more than hereticate each other, as their 
Catholick and Arian Predeceffors did of old) did 
but attentively weigh thofe awful Words of our So- 
vereign Majfier, Matth. xxiv. 45, &c. in Allufion 
to which we may ask, Whois a faithful and wife 
Servant, whom the fupreme Paftor hath made Ru- 
ler over his Sheep to feed them in due Seafon? Not 
he certainly, on one Side or other, who, for Diffe- 
rence of Opinion, fhall [mite, or any ways persecute 
his Fellow. The Lord of fuch a Servant foall come 
auben he looketh not for him, and fhall cut him afun- 
der, and appoint him bis Portion with the Hypo- 
crites, where is wailing and gnafoing of Teeth. 

The Zealots in the Trinitarian Controverfy re- 


/peétively call their Tenets the Catholick Faith, 


and caft on each other the Intputation of Idolatry 


3 ana 
* Gal. v. 26. 
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and Blafphemy, anathematizing and condemning one 
another. Is this to be Followers of God as dear 
Children? He will not deal fo barfhly with any, 
merely for an Error of ‘fudgment, fo long as it does 
not prevent their being conformed to him in his moral 
Perfettions, or their loving our Lord Fefus in Sin- 
cerity. There is not the leaft Hint in Scripture to 
favour a Suppofition to the contrary. It is very ob- 
fervable, that tho our Saviour pronounced St. Peter 
bleffed, when he acknowledged him to be the Chrift, 
the Son of the living God, yet he did not reproach, 
much le/s reject the reft of the Difciples, who had 
not then fo exalted an Idea of him. 

Thefe Reflections might be carried on farther, 
and more clofely urged, if our Bufinefs allowed 
of it; nor are they in the leaft foreign to the Sub- 
ject of the Book we have now given an Account 
of, or to the Zemper of fome which have been 
very lately publifhed: One of which in particu- 
Jar has been largely infifted on in the Courfe of 
thefe Papers. The Drift of them, might they 
be carried on to their full Extent, would not be 
to cenfure or juftify any Party as fuch, but to 
perfuade both to unite in the ftricteft Bonds of 
Charity; iz Oppofition to thofe who are at this time 
endeavouring to divide them, and thereby difiraé the 
Charch with a new Schifm.+ 


+ See Scripture Liberty afferted; a Pamphlet entitled, 4% 
Addrefs to the conforming Arians; and fome Sermons and Dif- 
courfes to the fame Purpofe, which will occur to the Notice 


of our Readers, without particularly naming them. 
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ARTICLE XXIII. 


Memoirs of the Duke de Villars, Mar- 
fhal-General of the Armies of his moft 
Chriftian Majeffy. Containing his Rife 
under the moft famous Generals of the lift 
Age; the Difficulties he met with from 
the Minifiry ; his Iutrigues at the Court 
of Bavaria; and his fecret Negotiations 
in Vienna, relating to the Succeffion of the 


Spanifh Monarchy. Extracted from ori- 
ginal Papers. Tranflated from the French. 
London: Printed for T. Woodward iz 
Fleetftreet, Charles Davis iv Pater- 
nofter Row, avd A. Lyon zear Covent- 
Garden. 1735. 12mo0. Pagg. 406. 


HIS great. Man made fo illuftrious a Fi- 

ure for feveral Years, both in the Armies 

and in the Court of France, that we cannot ex- 
cufe ourfelves from taking fome Notice of him: 
And yet, the moft Part of his time being taken 
up in the Bufinefs of the Field, and with Em- 
ployments which rarely contribute to the Progrefs 
and Advancement of Literature, our Account 


fhall be as brief and general as poffible. 
Q 4 The 
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The Piece before us relates the Tranfactions of 
only one half of his Life; reaching no lower than 
his Negotiations at the Imperial Court in 1700. 
It is to be fuppofed the Compiler intends to com- 
plete his Memoirs in a fubfequent Volume. The 
following is a very fhore and curfory Abftra& of 
what is contained in this. 

Lewis-Heétor Duke de Villars, Peer and Mar- 
fhal of France, 8c. was the Son of Peter de Vil- 
Jars, a Nobleman invefted with feveral great Of- 
fices; and of Mary of Bellefonds. This Peter 
was fo imprudent as to fpend his Patrimony in 
what is commonly called the King’s Service, and, 
as is ufual in fuch Cales, was fo flightly reward- 
ed, that he was unable to beftow any other For- 
tune upon his Son Lewrs than the Example of his 
great difinterefted Merit, which, by the way, 
was hardly worth copying. 

Lewis XIV. appointing, about this Time, an 
Eftablifhment for the Education of the prime 
Nobility of his Kingdom, by the Name of Pa- 
ges of the Offices; young Villars was admitted 
into it; and betng of an advantageous Stature, 
with a noble Countenance, and great Vivacity of 
Behaviour, the King foon diftinguifhed him from 
the reft of his Companions. 

One Day, in his Childhood, hearing his Pa- 
rents complain of their ill Fortune, he faid to 
em, L'il make a greater. Surprized at what they 
heard, they asked him upon what ground he iaid 
fo, and how he intended to aé&t. / have already, 
faid he, ove great Advantage, in being jp: ung from 
you; and befides, I ant refolved to feck for Opportu- 
nities in fuch a manner, that L will certainly conquer 
or die. At the fame time he informed them of 
his feveral Views, and exprefled himfelf fo as to 
give them an Aflurance of his future Glory. 

After 
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After this he went a Volunteer into the Army, 
and fignalized both his Courage and Difcretion 
through every Adventure he could procure a Share 
in. Our Author bas given a particular Detail of 
bis Conduét in a great Variety of Inftances, which 
we have not room fo much as to mention. The Ge- 
nerals of his Majefty’s Forces under whom he 
ferved, had frequenc Occafions of commending 
his Valour and Prudence, in the Relations they 
tranfmitted to Court of thofe Adtions of the War, 
which he had any Concern in: And the King had 
fometimes Opportunities himfelf of feeing and 
admiring his Activity and Refolution. One time 
he faid of him, One would think that the moment 
a Fire is heard in any Place, this little Lad rifes out 
of the Ground, and is feen in the midft of it. He 
would certainly have been raifed betimes to fome 
confiderable military Poft, if he had not been fo 
unfortunate as to be difagreeable to Mr. Lovois, 
on account of his Affinity with the Houfe de Bel- 
lefonds, which that Prime Minifter was at Vari- 
ance with. However, at length in the Year1674, 
he had a Regiment of Horfe given.him, which 
loft its Colonel in an Engagement, wherein our 
young Hero had fo remarkably fignalized himfelf, 
that the Prince of Conde who commanded, in his 
Difpatches to Court, and Mr. Fourille Lieutenant 
General of the Armies and General of the Horfe, 
in a Letter he wrote the King, as he was dying 
after the Fight, in which he had been mortally 
wounded, made extraordinary Encomiums on him: 

In this Command he abated nothing of his 
ufual Ardors; but behaved himfelf through all the 
Remainder of the War, in fuch a manner, as re- 
flected the higheft Honour upon his martial Cha- 
racter, and was an abundant Return of his Mas 
jelty’s Favour in conferring it upon him. 

Mr. Lovois, 
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Mr. Lovois, notwithftanding fo much Merit, 
could not help diicovering an Enmity to him on 
all Occafions. His Regiment was always allotted 
bad Quarters; and fo could never make a fplendid 
Figure. But then, the Bravery of the Leader, 
and the feveral Individuals of it, fpread fuch a 
Luftre round it, as Magnificence can never give 
nor compenfate for the want of. 

Deprets’d by the Hatred of the Minifter, and 
being at Enmity likewife with the Secretary of 
War, Mr. Villars had the Diffatisfaétion of fees 
ing younger and lefs enterprizing Officers advan- 
ced before him to the Dignity of Brigadier. He 
took the Liberty of remonftrating this to the 
King in 1677, after fome very glorious Atchieve- 
ments in that Year’s Campaign; but finding his 
doing fo gave Offence, he forbore urging his 
Pretenfions any farther. 

The Treaty of Nimeguen having put a Stop to 
the Freach War in 1679; and another breaking 
out between the Emperor and the Grand Signior 
fhortly after, Mr. Villars had a great Inclination 
to ferve mit. But knowing the King had refu- 
fed to permit fome of the greateft Rank, who 
had requefted the fame thing, he did not dare to 
ask Leave direétly : fo he ordered Matters in fuch 
a way, as. to obtain it under colour of being ap- 
pointed to wait upon his Imperial Majefty, to 
condole him in the King’s Name, on the Death 
ef the Emprefs his Mother. He was extremely 
well received at Vienna, where they were no 

Strangers to his Reputation. Here he met with 
the Duke of Bavaria, who entred into the clo- 
feft Intimacy with him, and carried him along 
with him, firft to hisown Capital, and then to the 
Army. Where he did the Emperor very confi- 


derabie Services in Quality of a Volunteer ; for 
which 
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which he had publick Acknowledgments, and 
was earneftly invited to engage in his Service. 
Ina fhort time the Imperial Court found great 
Caufe to be jealous of the Afcendency he had 
over the Elector of Bavaria, whom they per- 
ceived he was endeavouring to feduce from their 
Tnterefts, and to engage in thofe of his Matter. 
He did not fucceed to his Wifh in thefe Machi- 
nations; but it was want neither of Ability or 
Application on his Part that prevented him. 
France entred into.a new War in 1688. The 
YearDefore, Mr. Villars had been promoted to the 
Poft of Commiffary General of the Horfe, by 
the Procurement of Mr. Lovois, lately reconciled 
tohim. At the Clofe of 89, he was appointed 
Marfhal de Camp, and made a fhining Figure in 
all the Campaigns that enfued. Im 93, he had 
like to have been difgraced and laid afide, thro’ 
the Envy and Mifreprefentations of Barbefeus, 
the then favourite Minifter; but his good For- 
tune firmounted thofe evil. Defigns, she Govern~ 
ment of Friburg and Brifgaw was beftowed on 
him, and he was fent alfo to ferve ini the Army of 
ftaly. 10 97, he.was appointed. to. ferve in Ger- 
many. under Marfhal de Choifentl, which Gencrab 
treated him with the greateft Efteem, and in Re-. 
turn found him exceedingly ferviceable to him. 
The Treaty of Ry/wick, which was concluded 
this Year, put an end to the War, and to the 
Employments of the Field; and the Marquis de: 
Villars changes his Quality and Scene of Action. 
He has hitherto fhone moft confpicuoufly in Bat- 
tel, and in the midft of Armies;. he is now in- 
vefted with a very different but iluftrious:Cha- 
racter, and fent Envoy Extraordinary: to Vienna 
to negotiate Affairs of the utmoft Importance. 
A very large and particular Narration of all the 
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Circumftances of his Condué there, in this criti- 
cal Juncture, when the Succeflion of the Spanif/h 
Monarchy employed the Councils of all Europe, 
puts an End to this Volume of his Story. 


ORK PC oe XIV: 
State of Learning. 


TOUL. 


fObn Leonard Dalvy has finifhed printing Ex- 
plication des fept Sacremens, €§c. or an Expla- 
nation of the feven Sacraments of the Church, 
by the Bifhop of Zoul; compofed for the Ufe of 
the Clergy and Laity in his Diocefe. In 3 Vols. 
12mo. 

















N. B. Since the X XI ft Article was printed off, 
we have received a Letter from the Gentleman 
who fent us the P/am it relates to. He informs 
us that juft before the writing of it, he had re- 
ceived the whole Work which that P/az refers 
to, from the Author himfelf, Mr. Fourmont ? Aine. 
And that the Title of it is as follows : 

Reflexions critiques fur les Hiftoires des anciens 
Peuples, Chaldeens, Hebreux, Pheniciens, Egypti- 
ens, Grec’s, &c. Fulqu’au Temps de Cyrus. En 
trois Livres. Par M. Fourmont L’ Aine, Prof. en 
Langue Arabe, en College Royale de France, &c.&c. 
Paris 1735. 11 Tomes. 4to. 

In the firft Book is the Hiftory of Sanchonia- 
thon in Greek and French. Our learned Corre- 
fpondent affures us it is a very curious Piece.. The 
Publick may fhortly expect a farther Account of 


It. BORO 


















